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Payment
Rates

Keep in mind that the Indian online
payment system is appreciated worldwide.
Every possible measure should be taken to
further expand this system. A fee is imposed
on merchant transactions over ?2,000 using
UPI. Merchants will bear the fee; person-
to-person transactions are free. Fears of
increased cash circulation suggest raising the
22,000 limit. While the path has been cleared
for a 0.4 percent merchant discount rate
(MDR) on Unified Payments Interface (UPI)
payments, opinions are divided among both
the public and experts. Meanwhile, the
government has indicated that the nominal
fee on UPI payments will remain in place. It
has also clarified that no fee will be levied
on person-to-person transactions, and that
any fee levied on payments above 22,000 will
be borne by merchants, not individuals.
Businesses have expressed concern over this.
Furthermore, their concerns are that
merchants will ultimately collect their fees
from them. Because of this, it is feared that
cash circulation and the black money
economy could gain strength. Whatever the
future holds, now that UPI transactions are
becoming popular, easy, and growing
rapidly, nothing should be done that would
halt their expansion. This expansion could
be halted because the 2,000 rupee limit is too
low. If UPI transactions decline due to the
government's decision, it would be
unfavorable. The need of the hour is to
ensure that online payments continue to
grow. It is crucial that fintech companies
receive financial support to operate online
transaction systems. This is necessary
because any system has a cost. The
expansion of UPI payments will only
increase this cost. Currently, the government
pays a portion of this cost to banks and
fintech companies in the form of subsidies.
This is also public money. Clearly, this
situation is unsustainable. Fintech
companies must be empowered. A middle
ground, and one that should be considered,
is to increase the fee-paying UPI payment
limit to over ?2,000. This will provide relief
to the general public and strengthen and
popularize India's biggest achievement of the
past decade. It should be noted that the
Indian online payment system is appreciated
worldwide. Every possible measure should
be taken to further expand this system. In
doing so, the government must also
effectively counter the baseless allegations
that the government made the decision
under pressure from the United States and
that it will benefit American card companies.
Those spreading these rumors are
deliberately ignoring the fact that UPI
payment rates are much lower than those
of American card companies.
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India is not immune
to the trends in the
PISA report.
Therefore, our
policymakers should
also consider this.
The PISA report
showed a global
decline in reading
skills.

The lack of qualified
teachers in India is a
major challenge.
There is an urgent
need for rapid
improvement in
teacher training. The
Organisation for
Economic Co-
operation and
Development
(OECD)'s
Programme  for
International
Student Assessment
(PISA) is currently
being  discussed
worldwide. In
addition to the
countries included in
the group, it is also
being discussed in
countries interested
in education reform.
The report presents a
study and analysis of
the achievements of
760,000 children
aged 15 years in 91
countries and
economies by 2025. It
focuses on their
abilities in
mathematics,

science, and other
subjects. The PISA
process began in
2000.

India participated in
the study only in 2009,
and that study
focused on children
from Tamil Nadu and
Himachal Pradesh.
India's educational
level ranked 73rd
and 74th. This
brought the country
into disrepute, and
the then-government
suspended its
participation. Even
though India did not
participate in the 2025
program, studying its
results can be
extremely beneficial,
as the speed at which
educational change is
taking place at this
Jjuncture in history is
unimaginable. In such
a situation, only rapid
reforms to the entire
system and its work
culture can help
maintain momentum.
If we examine this
2025 report in light of
c urremnt
circumstances and
pedagogical changes,
it becomes clear that
the PISA report's
findings are not
unexpected.
According to this
report, there has been

an average decline of
28 points in interest in
reading, or rather,
reading skills, over
the past ten years.
This is similar to what
every vigilant and
alert teacher in India
is witnessing.
However, this decline
was only in OECD
countries; in others,
the level of stagnation
remained the same.
The penetration of
mobile phones,
internet, and AI may
have been limited in
those countries. The
report also reiterated
that lack of resources
and a lack of
competent and
trained teachers
remain a global
problem. Some more,
some less. Children's
interests are rapidly
changing. Their stress
levels are increasing.
At such a time, they
need not only trained
and sensitive teachers
but also counselors
with an appropriate
student-teacher ratio,
who can devote more
time to guiding them
in thinking and
understanding in the
right direction, while
also fostering
sensitivity in them.
The PISA report also

attempted to assess
the ability to critically
analyze scientific facts
and evidence. It also
examined the state of
the skill to distinguish
right from wrong
from the vast amount
of information
available to us. It
should not be
forgotten that future
generations will have
to find solutions to
climate change and
environmental
concerns. This
mindset should also
be adopted Dby
curriculum design
experts in India.
Even today,
institutions are
opening in India that
teach curricula
designed decades ago.
Seeing the findings of
the PISA report, it is
natural for teachers
like me to be
concerned about their
own situation and
shortcomings.

According to a survey
by the Tata Institute
of Social Sciences, 48
??percent of
government schools in
the country have one
teacher teaching
multiple classes
simultaneously due to
a teacher shortage.
Despite this shortage,

et Teacher qualifications must be ensured.

54 percent of teachers
in rural areas and 47
percent in urban
areas consider
engaging their classes
in administrative
work, such as
elections and
censuses, to be
detrimental to
children. Such
circumstances breed
frustration,
disappointment, and
disrespect in the
school work culture.
Doesn't the Right to
Education Act
mandate that access
to competent,
dedicated, and
sensitive teachersis a
fundamental right of
children?

The central
government launched
a project called
"Operation
Blackboard' during
the implementation of
the 1986/92
Education Policy.
The goal was to
rapidly convert every
one-room, one-
teacher school into at
least two-room, two-
teacher schools. The
central government
bore the entire cost.
Both goals were
achieved. However,
systemic slackness
results in over

100,000 single-
teacher schools in
India even today. As
a result, people are
turning to private
schools, and the
arbitrariness  of
private schools is
steadily increasing.
The credibility of
government schools
has declined, and only
those children who
have no other option
are studying there.
Nearly one lakh
government schools

have closed in the last
decade.
India is not

untouched by the
trends of the PISA
report. Therefore,
our policymakers
should also consider
this. Common sense
arises from this and
suggests that the need
for qualified teachers
has always been
important. Now, the
teacher's
responsibility must
also be shifted
towards the needs of
maintaining a child's
mental and emotional
health.

To achieve this,
radical changes will
have to be initiated

immediately in
teacher training
institutions.

The Core Message of the Modi Era

As India moves
towards a developed
India, ambition is not
limited to building a
larger economy, a
stronger
infrastructure
network, or a more
efficient governance
system. PM Modi
championed the
principle of ''Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas."
Special emphasis was
placed on
empowering
marginalized groups
by bringing them into
the mainstream.
Development of the
Northeast, tribal
upliftment, and
financial inclusion
were key
achievements. During
my five-year tenure
as President, from
2017 to 2022, I closely
observed Narendra
Modi as Prime
Minister. Based on
this experience and
my association with
him in public life, I
would like to share
some thoughts on the
occasion of his
birthday. From
taking charge of the
elected government in
Gujarat in October
2001 to assuming the
responsibility of the
Prime Minister's
Office in 2014, Prime

Minister Modi has
consistently
championed a simple
yet transformative
idea: '"Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas."

The most significant
change of the Modi

era is not just
bringing development
to the

underprivileged, but
also bringing them
into the mainstream.
The Modi
government  has
gradually shifted its
focus from selectivity
to universal access,
inclusion rather than

exclusion, and
empowerment rather
than mere
entitlement. The
question is not
whether the
government  has
launched a scheme,
but whether the least

likely person to
benefit from it has
actually benefited.
Perhaps no example
better illustrates this
shift than the
Northeast.

Since November
2014, Prime Minister
Modi has visited the
Northeast region
more than 83 times.
These visits have
been accompanied by
sustained efforts to
promote connectivity,

infrastructure,
investment, and
peace. Twelve major
peace agreements
have been signed in
the region.
Meanwhile, more
than ?7 lakh crore
has been allocated for
the development of
the Northeast
between 2014-15 and
2025-26, compared to
approximately ?1.4
lakh crore allocated
in the previous
decade. The
infrastructure map of
the Northeast is also
changing.

For years, remote
settlements were
commonly described
as the country's "'last
villages." The Modi
government  has
consciously
attempted to change
this terminology and,
more importantly, the
policy priority behind
it. Now, they are seen

as India's '"first
villages." The
Vibrant Villages

pPprogram
institutionalizes this
idea in remote border
areas through roads,
connectivity, tourism,
livelihoods, and
essential services.
Instead of accepting
112 historically
underdeveloped

districts
permanent l y
backward areas, this
program promotes
measurable results,
connectivity, and
competitive
development by
accelerating progress
in health, education,
infrastructure, and
livelihoods.

In 2023, the
Aspirational Blocks
program covers 500
blocks in 329 districts.
The message is clear:
geography cannot
cause a permanent
disadvantage to a
region. This
philosophy is also
reflected in the
approach to tribal
communities. The
Ministry of Tribal
Affairs' budget has
increased by 243
percent over the past
decade. All 75
particularly
vulnerable tribal
groups are covered
under the PM-
Janman Nidhi
Yojana (PM-JAN-
MAJI). Focus is on
housing, roads,
drinking water,
health services, and
other basic
necessities. The
Dharti Aaba Janjati
Gram Utkarsh
Abhiyan (Dharti

Aaba Janjati Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan)
further advances this
approach. It works
through coordinated
efforts across various
government
departments to
address long-
standing
development gaps in
tribal-dominated
villages and
settlements of
particularly
vulnerable tribal
groups.

Over 59 crore Jan
Dhan accounts have
connected families
previously excluded
from the formal

financial system.
Direct Benefit
Transfers (DBTs)
have enabled

government
assistance to reach
beneficiaries directly
and have contributed
to cumulative savings
of over ?5.14 lakh
crore so far by
curbing revenue
leakages. This
massive expansion of
financial inclusion
has also expanded
access to Dbasic
services. The
Saubhagya Yojana
achieved 100 percent
electrification in rural
areas. The Ujjwala
Yojana provided

clean cooking fuel to
over 100 million
families. The Jal
Jeevan Mission
provided tap water
connections to 130
million rural families.
A significant aspect of
the Modi government
has been its
transformation from
mere beneficiary to
partner, from
recipient of assistance
to entrepreneur, and
from partner in
development to

leader of
development. The
Swachh Bharat

Mission addressed a
critical issue directly
related to women's
dignity, safety, and
health. The Mudra
Yojana enabled
women to engage in
entrepreneurship at
an unprecedented
scale, with women
accounting for 68
percent of total
Mudra loans. Women
also account for 46
percent of PM
S VANidhi
beneficiaries. The
Lakhpati Didi
initiative  places
women's economic
empowerment at the
heart of rural
transformation. The
core objective of
""Sabka Saath,
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Are you undermining your own self-worth? To
earn respect, give up these 3 habits immediately.

Whether people respect you or not is in your hands. Therefore, to gain respect, it's essential to improve certain habits. Not sticking to your word diminishes your value in others. Being
constantly available diminishes ¥ r— your self-worth. Refrain from gossiping or speaking
ill of others. Respect is not demanded, but earned. However, we often complain

e

that the other person isn't giving ' us the importance we deserve. This makes us
consider the other person arrogant ‘ | or rude, but often the fault lies within ourselves. Some
of our habits also cause others to ~{ . disrespect us, because our behavior teaches others
how to treat us. If you also feel that ~a ‘i A ) . J people ignore what you say or don't take you
seriously, you may be making one & ‘z; SR o i ' - of these five mistakes. Not sticking to your word -
We respect only those we can trust. o g »s 3 If you make big promises to people but don't fulfill

them when the time comes, people
their value, a person's respect
and if you have already said yes,
sound strange, but people often
everyone. This is called the
and immediately rush to do small
your kindness. Setting boundaries
Speaking ill of others or gossiping
the listener immediately thinks

gradually lose trust in you. When your words lose
automatically diminishes. So think before saying yes,
then follow through. Being too available - It may
undervalue a person who is always available to
scarcity principle. When you abandon your priorities
tasks for others, people consider it your duty, not
and sometimes saying no is crucial to gaining respect.
- If you speak ill of a third person in front of others,
that tomorrow they will speak ill of me to someone
else. People keep a gossiper around for entertainment, but they never respect
them. Making fun of themselves - There's a fine line between humility and self-respect.
Some people, in order to appear cool, constantly make fun of themselves or apologize excessively for everything. When you don't respect yourself or underestimate yourself, the world views
you through the same lens. Giving unsolicited advice and self-praise - Imposing your opinion on everything or talking about yourself in every conversation irritates people. When you don't
give others a chance to speak and remain engrossed in your own thoughts, people tend to shy away from you. Respect is earned by those who listen carefully to others and offer suggestions
only when necessary.

Add a sweet and sour flavor to your lunch, try these 6
jaggery-based vegetables; everyone will ask for the recipe.

These jaggery-based vegetables will make your meal even more delicious. Jaggery gives vegetables a sweet and sour taste. It helps improve digestion, provides energy, and purifies the blood.
Six vegetables like pumpkin, bitter - gourd, and ridge gourd are made with
jaggery. Jaggery is a treasure trove of Indian cuisine, providing both taste
and health. Especially when added to vegetables, the sweet and sour flavor
is a delight for everyone. Jaggery- based vegetables are a favorite from
North India to Gujarat and Maharashtra. They are not only
delicious but also help maintain good digestion, provide energy, and purify the
blood. Let's learn about some Jjaggery-based vegetables that will be a
hit with everyone in your home. These vegetables taste delicious with
jaggery: Pumpkin curry - In many parts of North India, pumpkin curry is
prepared with jaggery. Adding asafoetida, cumin, ginger-garlic, and a
little mango powder, along with jaggery, gives it a sweet and sour flavor.
It's a great choice with puris or parathas. Bitter gourd with jaggery
sabji - The bitterness of bitter gourd isn't everyone's cup of tea, but cooking
with jaggery enhances its flavor. Jaggery balances the bitterness of bitter
gourd, making this dish not only delicious but also helpful in controlling
diabetes. Tinda ki Sabji - People often consider tinda sabji bland, but adding
jaggery and tamarind to it doubles its flavor. This spicy, sweet and sour
flavor will be enjoyed by everyone in the family. Cluster Beans Sabji - In
Gujarat and Maharashtra, cluster beans are prepared with jaggery.
Adding peanut powder and spices along with jaggery makes this dish
extremely flavorful and goes perfectly with both rice and roti. Bottle gourd
sabji - People often consider bottle gourd sabji boring, but adding jaggery
and tomatoes to it transforms its flavor. A slight tang and sweetness make it a great dinner option. Baingan ki Sabzi - Baingan ki Sabzi is typically cooked with jaggery in Maharashtra.
Mixing jaggery with spices, coconut, and peanuts creates a thick and delicious dish. It's typically eaten with jowar bhakri or millet roti. These jaggery-based vegetables not only enhance the
flavor of food but are also beneficial for health. They offer a sweet and sour combination that will be enjoyed by both children and adults. So, the next time you plan to prepare a special
dinner or lunch at home, be sure to try one of these vegetables.

Beta-blockers are no longer needed for life after a
heart attack, new research reveals significant findings.

Ifit's believed that heart attack patients are forced to rely on medication for life, a new study brings some good news. Beta-blockers are no longer needed for life after a heart attack. Low-
risk patients can discontinue the — medication after one year. A South Korean
clinical trial involving 2,540 patients has revealed that patients who have recovered
from a heart attack and are stable and low-risk may no longer need to take beta-
blockers for life. Such patients can discontinue these medications after one year.
How was this study conducted? The results of this important research were
presented at a meeting of scientists from the American College of Cardiology in New
Orleans. Furthermore, this study has also been published in the prestigious medical
journal, The New England Journal of Medicine. Researchers included a total of
2,540 patients in this trial who had previously suffered a heart attack and were
receiving beta-blockers like metoprolol and atenolol. The researchers found that
patients who stopped taking beta-blockers after 12 months fared similarly to those who
continued taking them. The patients’ health was monitored for an average of 3.5
years. The results showed that only 7.2 percent of patients who stopped taking the
medication experienced serious or adverse heart-related events (such as death, a second
heart attack, or hospitalization for heart failure). In contrast, 9 percent of patients
who continued taking the medication experienced such serious problems. What
do beta-blockers do? Beta-blockers are medications that primarily work to lower a
patient's heart rate and blood pressure. These medications have long been
considered a mainstay of treatment for § protecting the heart after a heart attack and
preventing future heart problems. This K 2 . new research has made it clear that low-risk
patients do not need to rely on these medications for life, whic
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Made fun of on set, ran to
the vanity van crying...
Shivangi Joshi's pain &g
spilled, explaining why she [$&
had to endure the
humiliation.

Actress Shivangi Joshi has shared a disturbing experience from her early H
career. She revealed that she was once humiliated. In her early career,
Shivangi Joshi was made fun of on set. Shivangi Joshi treats newcomers
well. Shivangi Joshi vowed not to do reality shows. Working in the film
industry is challenging for everyone, male or female. Therefore, it is
important for established actors to make newcomers feel comfortable on
set. Shivangi Joshi, who recently appeared in Season 2 of Amazon MX
Player's web series Heartbeats: Pyaar Aur Armaan, may not have received
support in the early stages of her career, but she treats newcomers very
well. The actress considers it her responsibility to treat newcomers well. She
says that working in this industry is not easy for both men and women.
When I was new to this industry, I didn't receive that support. I was made
to feel very bad. I always try to make the new artist I'm with feel as
comfortable as possible. I explain things to them in a way that doesn't make
them feel bad, but instead allows them to do well and be appreciated. Shivangi
Joshi has been insulted on set - Shivangi said that she was insulted on set.
She said, ''"This understanding comes from experience, because I know how
I felt when people did not behave well with me. I used to get disappointed.
Negative feelings used to come in my mind. Giving information about her
bitter experiences, she says that when people did not behave well with me, it
was the initial phase of my career.' Shivangi Joshi started crying on the set
- Shivangi Joshi said, ''I was very young then, thankfully my mother was
always present with me at that time. I remember, I was asked to perform in
front of the camera. I did not know that it is not necessary to always look at ; .
the camera in the shot. When I started speaking my dialogues while looking - - -_—
at the camera, everyone standing around started laughing. Many people
made fun of me.'" Shivangi says, "I was lacking in understanding. I started crying and left the room. I went and sat in the vanity van, where four people shared one vanity van. I wasn't sure
whether to express myself or not. Then my mom took me out. She explained that it's okay, this is part of the job. A lot will depend on how you handle this situation. My director was very
supportive and he also explained.'' Shivangi says she will never do a reality show again. Currently, Shivangi is focusing more on acting. Recently, she appeared on the reality show ''Lock
Up: Truth or Sazaa," and regarding her decision to not do reality shows again, she says, ''Reality shows are over for me. I won't do them again. People have known me as an artist, and
I want to continue doing that. I don't want too much drama in my life. Reality shows create an environment that brings out many negative things within you.' You get stressed, which is a
very unnecessary thing that I don't need anymore in my life.

"I was cheated..."' Why Isha Rikhi's relationship with Badshah ended
within just five months, the actress revealed on Bigg Boss 20.

Punjabi actress Isha Rikhi revealed the reason for her divorce from rapper Badshah on Bigg Boss 20. She said that Badshah was shirking responsibility in the relationship. Punjabi actress
Isha Rikhi recently announced her ——x | separation from Badshah. Their
marriage lasted only five months, and the % reason for their separation is still
unknown. Why did Isha and Badshah w - divorce? - Isha Rikhi is currently
appearing as a contestant on Bigg Boss | 20. Now, in a recent episode, she revealed
the reason for her divorce from Badshah. While talking to her co-contestant
Kanika Mann, Isha said that Badshah wanted a relationship but was shying
away from the responsibilities that came with it. Badshah was cheating on Isha -
Later, Kanika asked Isha, '"What kind of cheating was going on?'' Physical,
emotional, social cheating?' Esha replied, 'Every kind.' Then, citing Kanika as an
example, she explained how she views relationships. Esha said that if someone
says something about Kanika, she won't believe it until they see it for themselves.
She further added that she takes the same approach in her own relationships.
Esha said, 'If someone comes and tells me something, I tell them to either give me
proof or stop playing with my mind.' Esha said that she was getting hints
about things, but she didn't believe them until she saw it with her own eyes. When
the relationship ended, she realized that the matter was over. Badshah was
cheating on her. After dating for four years, Badshah and Isha Rikhi kept their
relationship private and married quietly. News of their marriage surfaced in

k
March 2026 when Isha's mother, Poonam Rikhi, posted pictures of the

couple on Instagram. According to reports, both of them were in a relationship for about four years before marriage.

""Smelling like a pig..."' Anchal lives in a small house in Mumbai, paying
70,000 rupees in rent, revealing the truth about a life of luxury.

Actress Anchal Khurana, known for her outspoken style, recently exposed the reality of her luxurious lifestyle. The actress showed fans the plight of her flat. Anchal Khurana revealed the
1 r truth about the luxurious life of actors in Mumbai. The actress pays 70,000 rupees as rent for a one-bedroom flat. People were surprised to see the

actress's house on social media. Fans often aspire to a similar lifestyle after seeing the luxurious lives of their favorite TV and Bollywood stars.
However, now, actress Anchal Khurana, known for her outspoken style, has revealed the reality behind the luxurious lives of actors, surprising
social media users. The rent for a one-bedroom flat is 70,000 rupees. Anchal Khurana shared a vlog on her official YouTube channel. In this vlog,
she showcased the real life of struggling actors in Mumbai, dressed up for events. She started her vlog with broccoli parathas, but gradually
showed fans every corner of her home, from her hall to her bedroom. Showing off her flat, Aanchal said, ''This is my house...not my own, but
| rented, because it would take me 400-500 years to buy my own.' She further said, ''I pay 70,000 rupees per month as rent for this one-bedroom
hall flat. That's enough for me, and this isn't a very luxurious home.' Showing the view from her window, Aanchal Khurana said, '"There's no
greenery or beautiful views here, but only chawls. What can I do, this is all you get in this budget.' She also shared a glimpse of her tiny kitchen,
where the Roadies winner keeps her washing machine. The CID actress also showed off her Krishna temple and her wardrobe. Aanchal didn't stop there, revealing the plight of her
expensive home. She also showed off her bedroom, saying, ''People clean their rooms and make videos of their homes, but they're just like we live in real life. I live like a pig in the smell...

I lie in the smell. There are so many windows, but all you see as far as the eye can see are slums.' Who is Aanchal Khurana? For those who don't know who Aanchal Khurana is, let us tell
you that the actress began her film career in 2011 with the film MTV Roadies 8. In 2012, she appeared in shows like Sapne Suhane Ladakpan Ke, Arjun, Savdhaan India, and Aahat.




