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UPlIis not ''free.’

The trumpets that Prime Minister Modi was
trumpeting and reassuring the people of the
country have been shattered, and the truth
is out. The government, through the
National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI), has announced that digital
payments (UPI) will no longer be ''free,' but
will instead directly and indirectly cost the
common customer, the consumer, and the
common man. Now, the reality may be
emerging: a return to cash transactions! The
common man had become addicted to UPI
transactions. He afound the system easy and
convenient. He began making almost every
payment through UPI. Street vendors, tea
vendors, or even illiterate women selling fruit
in baskets began accepting digital payments
through '"scan." Its popularity and
pervasiveness are evident in the fact that
UPI transactions totaled ?314.23 lakh crore
in a single year. The number of UPI users is
estimated to be 24,162 crore. On average,
660 million transactions are conducted daily
through UPL. Nearly 67 % of payments are
for more than ?2,000. However, the
government reports only 4% of transactions,
and 96 % for transactions below 22,000. In
reality, this 4% constitutes 67% of
transactions. Indeed, the Government of
India's notification states that no fees will be
charged for person-to-person transactions
or transactions up to ?2,000. The
shopkeeper, merchant, or merchant will
have to pay the fee anyway, hence the term
"MDR." This is a ridiculous and foolish
system.

Why should grocery stores, milk and yogurt
stores, pharmacies, or TV, refrigerator, or
mobile phone showrooms, ultimately, bear
this '"compensation''? How much oversight
can banks maintain? They cannot force
anyone to use the payment system. NPCI has
set a 0.4% fee for UPI payments above
22,000, and a maximum fee of ?300 for larger
transactions of 275,000 or more. You'll now
have to pay a fee of ?5 per transaction for
essential payments like railways, telecom,
insurance, fuel at petrol pumps, and
agricultural inputs. School and college fees
exceeding ?2,000 will be charged a flat rate
of ?2300. How can the common man not be
burdened, Prime Minister? Perhaps the
government felt the temptation to collect
taxes from the millions of crores of rupees
being transacted through digital payments!
The question also arises: why spend 220,000
crore annually on UPI's vast, diverse
network? Why allocate 22,000 crore in each
year's budget? Why not share some of the
burden and costs with the people of the
country? Whatever the reason, the Modi
government's ''global thali bajaau'' (global
thali bajaau) propaganda has now been
exposed. There has been no explanation from
the government as to why this ''penalty'' had
to be imposed. Of course, our UPI
transactions are prevalent in 11 other
countries, and agreements are under
consideration with 23 others. This may be
part of foreign policy, but the concern should
be for ordinary Indians, who are often poor,
have the lowest incomes, and vote for
political parties to power. They are
burdened by a heavy burden of taxes. There
are fees on ATM cards, debit cards, and
credit cards from banks. Charges apply if
the bank balance falls below a certain
threshold. A checkbook page costs an
average of 2-5 rupees. A bounced check
carries a penalty of 250-500 rupees. Even
closing a bank account requires a fee of 200
rupees. The average person pays GST
indirectly on every good and service. And
the undisclosed blessing is that the MDR will
not be levied on the common man. Neither
are the banks poor, nor is NPCI in losses.
Its accounts hold approximately ?1,800
crore in profits. The Reserve Bank of India
has given approximately ?2.5 lakh crore to
the Government of India.

The responsibility for
reforming religious
festivals and events
cannot be left to the
government, nor can
it be expected that a
new culture will
emerge on its own.

Hooliganism, obscene
songs, and
misbehavior are

commonplace at
some festivals. Public
celebrations should
incorporate high
culture and
aesthetics. Temples,
religious institutions,
and social leadership
should be the
catalysts for change.
After a long time, in
the last few decades,
Hindus have been
celebrating their
festivals without
hindrance, with joy,
and enthusiasm.
However, it cannot be
denied that for some,
these festivals have
become an excuse for
chaos and noise.
Scenes like these are
common during some
festivals: processions
that block roads for
hours, loud music,
obscene songs and
dances, and
misbehavior with
passersby, which not
only pose a law and
order challenge but
also undermine the
purity and sanctity of
these festivals. These
events also lack
artistry. Hindu life

across a wide swath of
society awaits the rise
of a high culture.

In this context, public
celebrations also
require that this new
high culture be
reflected. High
culture does not
mean a culture
confined to museums,
auditoriums, or a
small segment of
society. High culture is
one whose expression
reveals mythology,
civilizational symbols,
and philosophical
essence in an
aesthetically
restrained manner. A
culture that is
meaningful and
civilized, that refines
tastes, expresses
emotions, cultivates
meditation and
sensitivity, and gives
society a dignified
view of itself. It is not
that popular culture
is inherently vulgar
and only elite culture
is superior. From the
Ragini of northern
Haryana to the Kajri
or Chaiti singing of
eastern Uttar
Pradesh, to the
Kohbar of Mithila
and the Bundeli
Phaag, all have been
expressive and
dignified arts.The
same can be said of
the Charkula dance
traditions of Brij, the
Ghoomar of
Haryana, and the

Jhijhiya dance
traditions of Mithila.
However, it is true
that many folk dances
and music are either
disappearing or
losing their original
form due to the
increasing vulgarity.
This situation is
saddening, because
high culture not only
stimulates the senses
but also disciplines
and elevates them.
This is even more
significant in the
context of Hindu
civilization, because
Hindu aesthetics are
not limited to merely
beautifying objects.

Hindu thought has
the concept of rasa,
which transforms
ordinary emotions
into istic experiences.
Emphasizing this
characteristic of
Indian art, Anand
K e nt i s h
Coomaraswamy, a
pioneer of culture
and art, wrote that the
purpose of Indian art
is not merely to
imitate tangible
objects but to reveal
higher ideals and
deeper truths
through them. In his
view, visual beauty is
a disciplined medium
for the artist to
express the eternal.
Sri Aurobindo
warned about the
decline of art, saying
that if discipline is

lost, it can become

"trivial, garish,
sensual, cheap, and
vulgar." For him,

great art had the
power to elevate
intellect, emotion,
and character.
According to Sri
Aurobindo, a
society's aesthetic
sense is not merely a
matter of taste; it
gradually becomes
the character of that
society. Incidents of
obscene dancing and
singing during some
religious festivals
exemplify Sri
Aurobindo's
warning.A beautiful
example of how
beautiful festivals can
be was seen during
the Janmashtami
festival held recently
in Guruvayoor. In
this festival in Kerala,
floral arrangements,
lighting of lamps,
Krishna-Gopika
dances, Uriyadi (the
pot-breaking ritual),
processions,
devotional music,
and traditional
orchestras created a
magical magic, a
wonderful blend of
celebration,
devotion, and beauty.
It is not that
Guruvayoor invented
any modern solution;
traditional methods
were adopted there.
By incorporating
these traditional

@l The True Form of Culture Should Be Revealed

elements, the Ganpati
procession can
include abhangas,
classical and folk
music, well-
organized orchestras,
flags, decorations
based on authentic
Hindu symbols, and
theatrical
performances based
on mythology.
Janmashtami can

include dance,
kirtan, poetry,
drama, painting,
storytelling, and
artistic lighting.

Navratri, too, can
become a nine-day
cultural festival,
encompassing
melodious music,
dance, literature,
costumes, and an
understanding of the
meaning of the
Goddess tradition,
rather than just ear-
splitting music.The
question is who
should lead this

change? The
responsibility cannot
be left to the

government, nor can
it be expected that a
new culture will
emerge on its own.
Temples, religious
institutions, cultural
organizations,
universities, artists,
and conscious social
leadership must step
forward. Large
temple trusts and
religious
organizations can

play a particularly
important role, as
they have both
resources and
influence. They can
encourage innovation
in music, dance,
drama, painting,
festive decoration,
and processions.

Governments and
municipalities can
provide the necessary
facilities, but creative
leadership must come
from within society.
Wealthy devotees and
cultural trusts can
also invest their
money not only in
grand pandals and
ear-splitting music but
also in patronizing
artists and new
cultural creations.
The goal is not to
reduce Hindu
festivals to solemn
classical music
festivals or to devoid
them of humor, color,
play, and simple
devotion. The goal
should be to make
them more beautiful,
imaginative, and
gentle. Any
civilization The
seriousness of Hindu
culture becomes
apparent when it
begins to take
seriously the forms
through which it
expresses itself. The
reconstruction of
Hindu high culture
must strive to uplift
the life of the people.

An ecosystem that imposes its agenda

he dominant
ecosystem is one that
influences people's
thinking by either
exaggerating or
ignoring an issue.
The soft response to a
Kerala cleric's anti-
women statement.
The delay in taking
action on sexual
harassment
allegations against a
JNU professor. The
impact of agenda-
driven media and
political silence. A
recent example of
how an issue can be
exaggerated or
ignored to influence
social thinking, and
how the narrative-
building ecosystem
works, is the lenient
response to a Kerala
cleric who declared
that women leaving
their homes would
lead to disaster. This
Taliban-minded
cleric is Sheikh
Abubakar Ahmed,
known as the Grand
Mufti of Kerala. His
stature can be
gauged from the fact
that pressure from his
supporters forced a
Kerala TV channel,
which had discussed

the issue, to apologize.
The pressure was so
intense that the TV
channel, along with
the apology, also
removed the video of
the debate. Moreover,
an FIR was also filed
against Aparna, the
journalist from the
channel that
moderated the
debate, alleging that
she had vitiated the
atmosphere and
incited riots. This
happened even after

Aparna had
apologized. All this
happened in

Congress-ruled
Kerala. It's worth
noting that just a few
days ago, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi,
citing Manusmriti,
had expressed the
need to fight and
dismantle patriarchy,
but Abubacker's
statement took a
serious toll on him.
It's worth noting that
the Congress
government in Kerala
is run with the
support of the
Muslim League, and
Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra is the MP from
Wayanad, a League

stronghold.

Although the Kerala
Chief Minister
expressed his
disagreement with
M aul ana
Abubacker's
statement, due to
Rahul Gandhi's
silence, no central
Congress leader
dared to speak out
against the Maulana.
In Kerala, known for
its progressiveness
and where many
women work, Grand
Mufti Abubakar
publicly stated that
women should not go
out in public. He
compared women to
gold jewelry, kept safe
in a box. This is also
the same Kerala
where the speech of
the Hamas leader,
who carried out the
most horrific attack
on Israel, was
broadcast, and where
many young people
have gone on to join
the Islamic State and
al-Qaeda.Even those
advocates of freedom
of expression, who
would have raised a
hue and cry over a
similar statement by
a religious leader of

any other sect,
remained virtually
silent on Abubakar's
deeply patriarchal
thinking and the FIR
filed against Aparna.
A large section of the
media also did not
consider it necessary
to give importance to
this matter. One can
understand that this
incident did not suit
their narrative.ding
the BRICS summit,
considered it
necessary to meet
Abubakar during his
visit to Kerala. His
meeting with
Abubakar is not
surprising, given that
he has sheltered the
jihadist-minded
Zakir Naik.The same
ecosystem that was
not particularly
bothered by Maulana
Abubakar's
statement about
keeping women
veiled and at home is
also lenient towards
the JNU professor
accused of sexual
harassment by 11
female students.
These allegations
were made nearly
four months ago, yet
no action was taken.

Perhaps this is
because the professor
is a Congress MP
from Manipur, and
the left holds sway at
JNU. The collusion
between Congress
and the left is no
secret.Seeing no
action being taken
against the accused
professor, the Delhi
Commission for
Women issued a
notice to the JNU
Vice Chancellor and
sought a report
within three days
regarding the action
taken by the
university's Internal
Complaints
Committee. The
Commission took suo
motu cognizance of
the allegations. Why
the JNU Internal
Complaints
Committee remained
silent on this matter is
a mystery. This is
both a mystery and
an irony, as the
committee is chaired
by a female professor.
Congress and Left
leaders, along with

the student
organizations of these
parties, are

maintaining silence

on this issue, and a
section of the media
also seems to be
avoiding discussing it.
Clearly, this issue does
not suit their agenda.
A similar case is the
Supreme Court's
withdrawal of all
FIRs filed against
those responsible for
the violence during
the Cockroach Janata
Party's Parliament
March.The Supreme
Court pardoned all
except those with
criminal pasts.
Everyone expressed
satisfaction with this
decision. No one
questioned how the
Supreme Court knew
that only those with
criminal pasts
committed the
violence. What does
this show? It reveals
the power of the
narrative-building
ecosystem. This
ecosystem dominates
the country,
operating like an
industry to give a
specific direction to an
issue of its choice or
establish a particular
ideology, thus
influencing people's
thinking.
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If you have a sore throat, try
these remedies immediately.

If you're experiencing a sore throat due to the changing weather, try some home remedies. They may provide relief. Our throats are one of the first to be affected by changing weather. Due
to hot and cold winds, dust, and infections, sore throats, pain, and irritation become common. Sometimes,
this problem becomes so severe that speaking and swallowing become difficult. In such situations, people
immediately resort to medication, but some simple home remedies can provide significant relief. Home remedies
are not only safe but also have no side effects. If taken promptly, a sore throat can be cured quickly. So, let's
share some of these remedies. Gargle with salt water - Salt has antiseptic properties that help eliminate
bacteria in the throat. Gargling 2-3 times a day provides quick relief from throat irritation, pain, and
inflammation. Make sure the water isn't too hot, as it could harm the throat. Honey and Ginger - A mixture
of honey and ginger is very beneficial for sore throats. Honey forms a protective layer on the throat,
reducing irritation and dryness. Ginger has antibacterial and anti-inflammatory properties that help fight
infection. Taking ginger juice mixed with a teaspoon of honey 2-3 times a day provides relief. Turmeric
Milk - Turmeric has natural antibiotic and anti- inflammatory properties that reduce throat infections and
inflammation. Drinking half a teaspoon of turmeric mixed with a glass of warm milk before bed
provides relief to the throat. It also boosts immunity. This remedy is also beneficial for coughs and colds.
Steam Inhalation - Steam inhalation is extremely beneficial for the throat and respiratory system. It reduces
throat inflammation and clears blocked noses, making breathing easier. If desired, you can add eucalyptus
or carom seeds to the steam. Taking steam 1-2 times a day provides qulck relief. Drinking warm water- Drinking lukewarm water keeps the throat moist and reduces dryness. It also loosens
the mucus accumulated in the throat and provides relief from pain. Drinking warm or lukewarm water throughout the day while avoiding cold water or beverages is very helpful in sore
throat. Tulsi decoction- A decoction made from basil, black pepper and ginger is an effective home remedy for sore throat and infection. Its antibacterial and antioxidant properties increase
the body's immunity. Consuming it 1-2 times a day provides quick relief from throat pain and cough.

This special salt will bring back dry plants.

Adding the right amount of Epsom salt (magnesium sulfate) to plants can help them grow greener faster. It helps improve plant growth, leaf greenness, and flower quality. If your

houseplants are
yellow, it's
provide adequate
This is often due to
we often overlook.
only water but
regard, a special
beneficial. It's rich
plant growth. If
become lush and
this salt is, how to
ensure your plants
salt is a mineral
It helps plants
strong. How to use
liter of water. Pour
provides essential
Tomatoes,
show rapid
it: don't use too

gradually wilting or their leaves are turning
certainly a cause for concern. Often, people
water and sunlight, yet their plants fail to thrive.
a lack of essential nutrients in the soil, which
According to gardening experts, plants need not
also proper nutrition from time to time. In this
type of salt—Epsom Salt—is considered very
in magnesium and sulfur, essential elements for
used correctly, even dry and weak plants can
healthy again. In this article, we'll explain what
use it, and what precautions you should take to
remain thriving. What is Epsom salt? Epsom
compound containing magnesium and sulfate.
produce chlorophyll, keeping leaves green and
it on plants? Mix 1 teaspoon of Epsom salt in a
this water on plants 1-2 times a month. This
nutrients. For which plants is it most beneficial?
peppers, roses, and money plants — these plants
growth with Epsom salt. Be careful when using
much and avoid applying it weekly. Use only as

needed for soil growth. What else can you do for better growth? Water on time, ensure adequate sunlight is available, and keep dry leaves away. These simple tips help keep plants healthy.

Your rotis will stay soft for
hours, follow these simple tips.

To keep rotis soft for a long time, it's essential to knead the dough properly, bake them correctly, and store them in an airtight container. Applying ghee and wrapping them in a cloth keeps

them soft. Roti is a staple in
rotis harden quickly. Especially
keeping them soft is crucial for
and dry rotis not only spoil the
Many people think it depends
reality, there are many small
The method of kneading the
and the rolling and baking
soft. If you want your rotis to
you'll need to follow some simple
share five essential tips that will
way to knead dough: To make
water. Be careful not to knead the
prerequisite for soft rotis. Be sure
after kneading. This sets the
dough properly: Don't leave the
medium flame. Overcooking can
Apply a light layer of ghee after
moist for hours. Store them
an airtight container. This keeps

Indian cuisine, but it's common to see
when preparing them in advance,
children's lunch or for traveling. Hard
taste but also make them difficult to chew.
solely on the quality of the flour, but in
kitchen secrets behind keeping rotis soft.
dough, the correct proportion of water,
techniques all play a role in keeping rotis
remain soft and tasty for a long time,
yet effective tips. In this article, we'll
keep your rotis soft for hours. The right
rotis, knead the dough with lukewarm
dough too hard. A soft dough is the
to let the dough rest for 15-20 minutes
gluten, making the rotis softer. Toast the
rotis on the pan for too long. Cook on a
make them tough. Apply ghee or butter:
making the rotis. This helps keep them
properly: Wrap the rotis in a cloth. Use
the rotis soft for a long time.
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A new 7-episode series
has arrived to take over
OTT platforms, a scam
thriller that tells the
story of an illegal scam.

o

A new web series has recently been streamed online on OTT platforms.
The new web series, based on the railway ticket scam, is based on the yo \\‘
railway ticket scam. Another new web series has arrived to create a stir

_-.. : - a th ! f ol
on OTT platforms. Fans have been waiting for its release for a long time, ¥ g :
and now it's here to entertain them. This 7-episode web series is a scam ca __ " ' 2y
thriller that depicts the story of a railway ticket scam worth crores. So, : i "

ErETn

FirE

let's find out which new web series is being discussed in this article and
which OTT platform it will be available on. This new OTT series, starring
Mirzapur's Munna Bhaiya, played by actor Divyendu Sharma, is in the
lead role. The series is titled '"Waiting Hai." Yes, starting today, Waiting
Hai is streaming online on the OTT platform Amazon Prime Video. It can
also be viewed on MX Player. Besides Divyenndu, the series also stars
Bhuvan Arora, Harshita Gaur, Kumud Mishra, and Sunita Rajbhar. Waiting Hai is directed by renowned Hindi film director Sameer Vidwans, who previously directed the Kartik Aaryan
and Kiara Advani-starrer Satya Prem Ki Katha. What is the story of the series?The seven-episode series depicts a scam involving the railway's Tatkal ticketing process. A cunning man,
Afroz Hamsa (Bhuvan Arora), manipulates others into committing this scam. The Railway Police later uncovers the case. Divyenndu Sharma plays Sugam Mishra, a Railway Police (RRF)
constable in the series.

Ishwak Singh signed Kanika Dhillon's film without reading the
script and also expressed his candid opinion on the earnings figures.

Ishwak Singh has played diverse roles after the web series '"Rocket Boys'' and doesn't want to be stuck in a single image. Actor Ishwak Slngh received widespread praise for his portrayal
of scientist Vikram Sarabhai in the web series ''Rocket Boys.' However, after F

this success, he didn't stick to the same image. He subsequently played diverse

roles in films like '"Adhura," '"Mitti: Ek Nayi Pehchaan," and '"Made in

Heaven Season 2." He also appeared in a different role in the recently released

film "Gandhari." He says, '""An actor gets all kinds of work; he has many

options. However, what he chooses to do depends on his choice." I'm more

interested in work I've never done before. Exaggerated earnings: No artist

wants to repeat the same work over and over again. However, I give full credit

for the diverse opportunities I've received to the producers who trusted me.'

Recently, there have been reports of exaggerated film earnings figures in the

film industry. I do my work honestly: Regarding the impact of this on his

work as an artist, Ishaan says, ''In today's times, it's seen that earning a hundred

or two hundred crore rupees has become the benchmark for a film's success.

Perhaps that's why we often hear such things. However, film earnings are not

in anyone's control. As an artist, your job is simply to play your role with

complete honesty. Otherwise, no producer or director knows how much their

film will earn." Had I known this, the success rate would have been much

better.' Doing another film with Kanika Dhillon - After the film Gandhari,

Ishwak is doing another film with writer and producer Kanika Dhillon. Ishwak

says, 'I accepted the film Gandhari for the first time without even reading a - *
script. The writer and producer of the film, Kanika Dhillon, just told me about B
the film and I said yes to it. I am doing my next film with her as well, for that too I said yes without reading a script. Our industry needs good writers. Without them, you cannot do anything
good as an artist. To improve yourself as an artist, you need good content.

Altaf Raja's non-film song was the biggest hit of the 90s, selling 7 million
cassettes in a single day; it remains a cult following even after 29 years.

Altaf Raja sang the most superhit song of the 90s, which is also listed in the Guinness World Records. The craze for this song remains unabated even today. Altaf Raja's song was listed in
the Guinness Book of Records. Millions of cassettes of Altaf's song
were sold, and it is included in the list of the five most popular
songs. The 90s were a time of great popularity. Singers like Kumar
Sanu, Udit Narayan, Abhijeet, and Sonu Nigam ruled, and then
Altaf Raja arrived. Qawwali singer Altaf Raja started singing in
1997, and his very first song earned a place in the Guinness World
Records. This non-film song became an overnight sensation,
selling 7 million copies in just one day. Altaf Raja's first song,
released in the 90s, surpassed every Bollywood song. People
listened to it repeatedly on tape and bought copies. Whenever
Altaf Raja performed at a concert, he was always requested to
sing this song. This song is '"Tum to thehre pardesi saath kya
nibhaoge...."" Altaf's voice was a breakup song. In 1997, under
the Venus banner, Altaf Raja released the album '"Tum to thehre
pardesi.' This was his first song, which became an instant hit. It
dealt with betrayal, love, separation, and breakup. Altaf Raja
himself appeared in the song. The style in which Altaf Raja sang
the song touched hearts. This song, listed in the Guinness Book of
Records, became one of the five most popular songs in India.
During that period, more than 20 million cassettes of this song
were sold. According to reports, 7 million copies of the song were
sold in just one day. This record holds the Guinness World
Records. Zaheer Alam's lyrics touch the heart—people went crazy
for this song in the 90s. Even today, it remains in the hearts of
music lovers. Altaf Raja sang this song with simplicity, yet it still
touches the heart. The song's lyrics are beautiful. It was written
by Zaheer Alam and composed by Mohammad Saifi Niazi.




