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?i'qﬁaﬂ'ﬂ Editorial
The
Existence of
Villages

These days, discussions in the state are
focused on local bodies, and discussions are
beginning to focus on rural and urban
economies. Assuring newly elected
representatives in Narkanda, the Chief
Minister stated that the government will
make Panchayat areas self-reliant. The
definition of a village is remembered only
during elections, but the political landscape
shifts afterward. However, the very existence
of a village in Himachal is changing its scale.
Previously, the village community was
identified with the rural economy, where
handicrafts, cottage industries, agriculture,
horticulture, and dairy production provided
a permanent identity. Surprisingly,
employment and government jobs have
created a new market for rural dependence.
Now, villages can be found where 80% of
the population has moved away from farms.
Agricultural costs in Himachal have risen
significantly, and stray animals and wild
animals have forced agriculture to abandon
them. Therefore, stray animals are the
primary issue. To ensure the safety of
farmers and gardeners, they must protect
themselves from wild animals, especially
monkeys. So far, there appears to be no
campaign against monkeys that provides
relief. As a result, many villages have found
people who have abandoned farming
altogether. Irrigation systems in villages have
also deteriorated. Increasing encroachment
on traditional canals, drains, and rivers, and
work under MNREGA, have taken away
traditional irrigation systems from farmers.
Despite this, the vision of the Blue and White
Revolutions has made a difference. The
Sukhu government has provided numerous
incentives and exemptions to fishermen,
conveying the message that additional
income can be assured by building fish ponds
privately, along with our artificial dam
projects. Similarly, by increasing the
purchase price of milk, the current
government has opened the eyes of this
business. The dreams taking shape under
the state's largest dairy plant in Dhagwar
are showing results, with milk collection
volumes increasing by 20,000 to 25,000 liters
in Kangra alone. Furthermore, solar energy
projects have also expanded the scope for
profitable projects using rural land.
Progressive women in Himachal's villages
have formed self-help groups and discovered
markets for local produce, coarse grains,
various food products, and traditional arts
and crafts. The vision of some MLAs has
uncovered possibilities for sustainable
improvement of the rural economy. In the
Kandi area of ??Shahpur, MLA Kewal
Singh Pathania discovered land for trout
production, and now many youth from this
region have taken up self-employment
through this business. We have repeatedly
suggested in these columns that if the
government emphasizes rural tourism, it
would be a major step towards self-reliance.
If governments identify at least one tourist
village in each assembly constituency, these
tourist villages will develop and promote self-
employment through rural development
projects and budgets from various
departments. Some will focus on fisheries,
some on irrigation projects, some on forests,
some on agro-tourism through the
Agriculture and Horticulture Department,
some on local art products through the Arts
and Culture Department, and some on haat
bazaars established with the help of the
Agricultural Marketing Board.

The Growing Irrelevance
of the Opposition

Opposition parties have been on the back foot recently, protesting against the implementation of 33 percent reservation for women in
Parliament and state assemblies. The opposition's irrelevance is a cause for concern, as is the rise of the ''BJP system.'' The lack of constructive
criticism and a reliance on accusations and counter-accusations are the reasons the opposition will retain its relevance. The growing irrelevance
of the opposition in the country is a matter of concern. Whether it's the Congress or the Trinamool Congress, the DMK or the RJD or the
BJD, the SP or the BSP, the Shiv Sena, the NCP, the AAP, or the Left parties, all are concerned about their irrelevance. The opposition faced
the same crisis at the time of independence. The Congress ruled at the center and in all states. In a sense, the entire country was the Congress.
The Congress was not a party, but a national movement. In independent India, Gandhi decided to dissolve the Congress and transform it
into the Lok Sevak Sangh. Nehru and Patel were opposed to this. They were about to announce this on the day Gandhi was assassinated.
This proposal was published in the Harijan issue of February 15, 1948, after his death. As a result, the Congress party held absolute power
from 1947 to 1967. The opposition was nominal, consisting of those who had left the Congress. Political scholar Rajni Kothari called this the
""Congress system.'' This meant that while the country was supposedly a multi-party democracy, only one party, the Congress, held sway.
Eight decades later, a similar situation is emerging. Today, the BJP is dominant. BJP or NDA-led governments are in power at the center and
in 21 states, while the Congress has been reduced to four states: Telangana, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, and Kerala. The country may
have moved from the Congress system to the BJP system, but there's a difference: during the Congress system, the opposition, though few in
number, included knowledgeable, powerful orators, and serious critics like A.K. Gopalan, Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, J.B. Kripalani,
Ashok Mehta, N.G. Ranga, Piloo Modi, Ram Manohar Lohia, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Balraj Madhok, Minoo Masani, and Madhu Limaye,
who would challenge the government with arguments and facts and suggest alternatives. However, today's opposition leaders, instead of
criticizing government policies and decisions, resort to accusations, insinuations, slander, and ridicule. They do so without suggesting better
alternative policies and decisions. Listening to the opposition during the Congress system was a pleasant experience. Today, the opposition is
rendering itself irrelevant through noise and incoherent rhetoric. It's sad for the Congress party to be deprived of its power after ruling the
country for so long, but it hasn't taken any concrete steps to regain its lost glory. At the time of independence, the Congress party was an
inclusive party. All social classes were Congress members, but the Congress never gave these social classes adequate representation in the
government and organization, gradually alienating them. Furthermore, the Congress sidelined its own capable leaders due to nepotism.
Otherwise, why are Nehru, Indira, Rajiv, Sonia, and now Rahul and Priyanka Gandhi established as the Congress's top leadership? Does
the Congress party not see any other leader within the party capable of leadership? If the Congress has suffered a defeat at the national level,
the blame lies with itself. The BJP or other parties cannot be held accountable for reforming the Congress party. The opposition attempted
""political engineering'' at the national level for the 2024 elections, forming alliances, but its leaders, driven by political expediency, resorted
to the "'love you, fight you'' formula, and today their plight is well known. The Bengal Assembly election results are a vivid proof of this.
Today, the BJP has firmly established its foothold, and understanding the reasons for this is no rocket science. The party has won the public's
trust and, to achieve this, has employed the inclusive principle of ''Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas'' with remarkable success. The BJP has
shattered the myth of caste politics and initiated class politics, in which women, youth, farmers, and the poor—all castes—are receiving full
benefits through Jan Dhan and DBT. The party has given due place and respect to all these classes, all castes, and sects in the power
structure. The biggest challenge of democracy is that no matter how good a government's work, it must also give the public and its various
constituents a place and respect within the power structure. Unfortunately, opposition parties have not adopted this formula. They practice
caste arithmetic and identity politics. Even today, the Samajwadi Party in Uttar Pradesh practices PDA politics. It does not call for everyone's
participation. Why? Why does Mayawati only want to play Dalit politics? Keep in mind that they came to power in 2007 when they made a
U-turn from "'Bahujan to Sarvajan.' Why did the Trinamool Congress suffer defeat in Bengal? All political parties must understand that the
time for caste- and sect-based ''identity politics'' is over. Now is the time to move beyond it. Opposition parties have been on the back foot
recently due to their opposition to the implementation of 33 percent reservation for women in Parliament and state assemblies. The BJP may
also be considering countering the opposition's opposition on this issue, but there is no constitutional solution yet. Everyone will have to wait
for the census and delimitation, but the opposition has an option. If opposition parties decide to allocate 33 percent of their tickets to women,
they can still win the trust of women. The BJP will likely not want to lag behind in this regard. Only those parties which emerge from this
politics and are equipped with inclusive politics and the skill of winning over half the population will be able to maintain their relevance in the
future.

Education should be free from colonial
influences.

Indian wisdom and concepts must be incorporated into education in a contextual manner, enabling us to meet our needs and challenges
without becoming an additional burden. Decolonization in higher education should be based on Indian knowledge. Promote Indian languages
??and original thinking in the curriculum. Abandon the Eurocentric model and adopt a self-reliant education system. Discussions about
decolonization frequently arise among intellectuals in India, but they fail to reach any conclusion. It is important to note that whenever a
decolonization campaign is launched, its foundation must be Indian. Recognizing this fact, we must prioritize developing curricula for
contemporary higher education institutions in India, their products, research efforts, and graduates. In this context, the need to revitalize
higher education curriculum through innovation has long been felt, but no concrete steps have been taken. This trend will always hinder
efforts at indigenous development. Even so many years after independence, dismantling the colonial hold on the country's educational
system is proving to be a daunting task. Currently, the curricula of many Indian institutions do not fully reflect the realities of the Indian
perspective or the understanding of its problems. Efforts to decolonize Indian knowledge within higher institutions can only be explicitly and
actively supported if students are taught how to pursue a path of originality. They must also be educated to think in the direction of unique
and specific solutions for Indian conditions. Only by decolonizing the current Indian knowledge system will complete independence be
possible. Now, before initiating innovative ideas and programs, one must be epistemologically free to think. Epistemological liberation gives
rise to mental, emotional, and psychological freedom. Higher educational institutions have lost their grasp of the dynamics of Indian thought.
A key reason for this is the failure to develop Indian languages ??to accommodate knowledge. Even today, English remains the authoritative
language and dominates the world of knowledge. Thinking in Hindi and other Indian languages ??while mentally translating those thoughts
into English is not only time-consuming, but often ineffective and inauthentic. The opportunity for original thinking is also lost because we
have imported our ideas and their concepts from abroad, and without fitting them into them, the process of thinking cannot even begin. The
failure to institutionalize Indian languages ??in intellectual endeavors, teaching processes, and research in our educational institutions is a
major obstacle to originality. There are good reasons to believe that many countries that are making leaps in technological advancement,
progressing in invention, and breaking the boundaries of academic excellence are those that have adapted and developed their educational
curriculums. Unfortunately, we have confined our thinking within the limitations inherited from Western education. Furthermore, we are
not sufficiently eager to explore practical and useful alternatives. Whatever the case, our immersion in Eurocentric knowledge models has
led to the continued colonization of our thinking and has consistently hindered the indigenous development efforts required for a self-reliant
nation. In addition to preserving Indian culture and incorporating those ideas and principles into contemporary research and conceptual
realities, Indian universities must systematically expand existing curricula and educational programs to faithfully reflect Indian intellect and
epistemology. Only then will they be able to empower the nation to become capable and prepared. Our curricula and their evaluation
systems must be able to question and expand the rationale and critique underlying the Indian worldview. These curricula must engage the
interest of students and the public in a way that does not merely fulfill the formalities of selecting names from the Indian knowledge tradition,
but rather inspires them to think through them. To this end, it is essential that they also invoke their own and national consciousness. Indian
wisdom and concepts must be incorporated into education in a natural, relevant way, enabling us to meet our needs and challenges without
becoming an additional burden. Therefore, revitalizing higher education curricula by incorporating and incorporating new ideas has become
not only necessary but also imperative. Such steps are crucial in this era of globalization because they will help shape conceptual structures
that can enhance the position of Indians in the global knowledge community.
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The world's first Legoland was built out of necessity, and
then became an international tourist destination overnight

The world's first Legoland was built in Billund, Denmark. The motive behind this park wasn't profit, but rather a necessity. The first Legoland wasn't profit, but a factory designed to

handle crowds. It opened in Billund in
season. The Lego Company has made the
Legoland is one of children's favorite
idea for Legoland came about? The
any grand business plan or the intention
quite interesting and unique. Let's learn
in a small town in Denmark, and today it
of fans thronged the factory—this
Group's toys were a global hit. The
that people flocked to Billund, Denmark,
Thousands of visitors began arriving
operations and security. To handle this
Kirk Christiansen devised a unique
factory, where visitors could view the brick
inside the factory. With this idea, the
world's first Legoland opened on June 7,
visitors, but the crowds that arrived
than 600,000 people flocked to Billund.
town of Billund into an international
tourists grew so much that the city needed
small airstrip there, which later became

1968, attracting 600,000 visitors in its first
journey from wooden to plastic toys.
theme parks today, but do you know how the
world's first Legoland park wasn't driven by
to make a profit. The reason behind it was
how the world's first Legoland park was built
has become a global phenomenon. Crowds
incident dates back to the 1960s. The Lego
demand for these colorful toys was so great
from far and wide to visit its factory.
annually, posing challenges to the factory's
growing crowd, company leader Godtfred
solution. He envisioned a park near the
artifacts and models without having to go
world's first Legoland park opened. The
1968. The company expected only a few
surprised everyone. In the first season, more
This massive success transformed the small
tourist destination overnight. The influx of
an airport. The Lego company first built a
Billund Airport. Today, it is Denmark's

second busiest airport. From wooden toys to plastic bricks: The Lego Group was founded in 1932 by a carpenter, Ole Kirk Chrlstlansen. Imtially, he only made wooden toys. In 1934, the
company was named Lego. This name is derived from the Danish word "'Leg Godt," which means '"Play Well." Then, in 1949, the company changed history by launching the first plastic
interlocking bricks. These colorful bricks quickly made Lego the world's largest toy brand. Today, Lego has established itself not only in toys but also in video games, theme parks, and
films.

Wearing a blouse with a sari was never a trend,
but here's how it became a part of our culture.

Wearing a blouse with a sari wasn't a trend in India centuries ago. Gyanadanandini Devi, inspired by Parsi women and English shirts, pioneered the modern blouse and sari style after an

incident in Mumbai. Wearing a blouse with a sari
blouse with a sari -Inspired by Parsi women and
deeply rooted in our culture, also enhances a
the sari, but have you ever wondered where these
originated? The blouses we wear with sari today,
Yes, you'll be surprised to know that centuries
In ancient India, it was common for women to
where did this blouse come from? Let's find out
with a sari today and the way we wear it deserve
woman. She was the wife of Satyendranath
19th-century Bengal, many strict rules were
required to remain confined within the four walls
very open-minded and a supporter of women's
to breathe freely. How did the change begin? -
with her husband. Later, when Satyendranath
Gyanadanandini entered a new world. Here, she
society. One incident changed the history of the
an elite club of the British Raj when she was
traditional Bengali style of wearing the sari, which
considered ''uncivilized" by the British. This
change the way she wore her sari so she could

wasn't a trend in ancient India. Gyanadanandini Devi pioneered the
English shirts, she created a new style. The sari is an outfit that, while
woman's beauty. These days, many blouse designs are trending with
designs, like '"'sweetheart," ''halter," ''boat neck," or ''backless,"
or the types of sari we wear today, were never part of our culture.
ago, wearing a blouse with a sari wasn't a common practice in India.
wear a sari while revealing their upper body. So, the question arises:
more about it: Who was Gyanadanandini Devi?The blouse we wear
the full credit for creating it. Gyanadanandini Devi was no ordinary
Tagore, the elder brother of the great poet Rabindranath Tagore. In
imposed on women. Under the '"purdah system," women were
of the house (zenana). Although her husband, Satyendranath, was
rights, the family's strict rules made it difficult for Gyanadanandini
Change began when Gyanadanandini moved into a separate house
was appointed Assistant Collector in Bombay, now Mumbai,
had the opportunity to interact with high-class people and the English
sari - While living in Mumbai, Gyanadanandini Devi was once visiting
stopped at the door. The reason for this was her clothing. The
did not include a blouse or shirt to cover the upper body, was
incident shook Gyanadanandini Devi to the core, and she resolved to
navigate the modern world with dignity without losing her Indian

identity. The Parsi Gara and the Birth of the Modern Blouse: To fulfill this desire, Gyanadanandini drew inspiration from the Parsi women of Bombay. She began draping the sari in the
Parsi style, wearing a petticoat underneath. To modestly cover the upper part, she commissioned a collared blouse inspired by English shirts. She created pleats in the front of the sari and
began draping the pallu over the left shoulder, thus giving birth to the practice of wearing the sari with the pallu facing down. And thus was born the modern sari: when she returned to
Kolkata, she organized classes to teach other women this new ''nivi drape'' style, where hundreds of women came to learn this new modern take on the sari. Initially, people criticized her
style as "'vulgar'' and "against tradition,' but Gyanadanandini didn't back down. Once a pioneer in teaching women in Bengal a new sari style, Gyanadanandini Devi could never have
imagined that this style would become a signature style for women across India.

This method of packing a suitcase is the
best; it saves space and prevents wrinkles.

Clothes often get ruined by creases in a suitcase. With a few smart hacks, you can pack more items in less space without crushing them. Rolling clothes saves space and prevents wrinkles.
Use the bundle wrapping technique for formal clothes. Using packing cubes and empty space helps organize your
belongings. Packing is as exciting as it is tedious. The dilemma of how to fit more items in the least amount of space and
how to prevent wrinkles can make packing a very difficult task. If you find yourself in this dilemma, you can double the space
in your suitcase with some simple packing hacks. This will prevent wrinkles and allow you to fit more items in less space.
Roll: Most people keep their clothes folded in their suitcases. This causes them to wrinkle and take up less space.
Rolling clothes prevents them from wrinkling and fits into less space. T-shirts, jeans, pajamas, kurtas, etc. can be easily rolled
and placed in a suitcase. Bundle wrapping for formal clothes: If you're traveling to a formal event and carrying coats,
pants, silk saris, or expensive gowns, bundle wrap them. Spread jeans or jackets at the bottom of the suitcase, half inside
and half outside. Place the formal clothes in between them, and wrap the outer part of the heavy fabric over them. This will
prevent the clothes from forming creases. Use tissue paper: When folding silk or chiffon clothes, place a piece of tissue
paper between each fold. This will prevent the clothes from rubbing against each other and keep the creases intact. Try
packing cubes: Packing cubes are small, zippered fabric containers. These cubes can be used to store different types of
clothes. This will prevent the clothes from moving from their place and their folds will also not get spoiled due to the
frequent movement of the suitcase. Utilize the empty space- To save space in the suitcase, use the space between clothes and other items. Put your socks, handkerchiefs or small gadgets
inside your shoes. Always wrap your shoes in a plastic bag and keep them on the side of the suitcase. Put heavy items first- While packing the suitcase, put heavy items on the wheel side first,
followed by rolled clothes and other lighter items. This will maintain the balance of the bag and the clothes will not get crushed under the heavy items.
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Avinash Tiwarl's film returns to OTT after a
month and a half. When and whereis it streaming?

Ginny Weds Sunny 2 arrives on OTT after theatrical release Avinash Tiwari and Medha Shankar starrer romantic film Ginny Weds Sunny 2, which was a box office disaster, has now been

released on the OTT platform after
a month and a half, Avinash and
Sunny 2 has moved away from the
for audiences. While it may not have
made a splash on OTT platforms. A
sequel to Vikrant Massey and Yami
released in theaters on April 24th of
perform well on the big screen.
even half of its budget. Made on a
mere ?1.52 crore (according to
Ginny Weds Sunny 2 on? Well,
performed particularly well on the
platforms. This romantic drama is
platform ZeeS. The film was directed
story. What is the story of the film?
two people with different
marriage. Small-town wrestler
meet on a matrimonial platform and
each other is revealed, real trouble
Medha, the film also stars Lillete

being released in theaters. After nearly
Medha's romantic film Ginny Weds
big screen and is being streamed online
been a box office success, it has already
box office flop: Ginny Weds Sunny 2, the
Gautam's film Ginny Weds Sunny,
this year. However, the film failed to
Reports suggest that it failed to recover
budget of ?25 crore, the film grossed a
Bollywood Hungama). Which OTT is
Avinash Tiwari's film may not have
big screen, but it's now available on OTT
currently streaming on the OTT
by Prashant Jha, who also wrote the
Ginny Weds Sunny 2 tells the story of
personalities who enter into an arranged
Sunny (Avinash) and city girl (Medha)
get married, but when the truth about
begins in their lives. Besides Avinash and
Dubey, Govind Dubey, Gopi Bhalla, and

Rohit Chaudhary in pivotal roles. Avinash Tiwari and Medha Shankar's rom-com drama Ginny Weds Sunny 2 has arrived on OTT after theatres.

A 7-episode series has been dominating Netflix
for six months, each episode packed with thrills.

A thriller series released six months ago has been dominating Netflix and consistently trending in the top 10. A 7-episode series has been dominating OTT platforms, trending on Netflix for

six months. Each m
great a series is on
list after a month or
released on Netflix
even months later, it
trending list for six
gone in the past six
trending list. This
has received a
gave it arating of 7.1
The story revolves
officer, a
task force against an
is formed by the
of Indirect Taxes
were previously
corruption. Each
storytelling keeps
of the story is
excellent in the
in Netflix's top 10
in which Emraan

episode is packed with thrills. No matter how
OTT platforms, it often drops off the trending
two. However, six months ago, a series was
that was not only number one at the time, but
remains a part of the top 10. Staying on the
months - While many new series have come and
months, this series has remained in the top 10
series has been well-received by audiences and
strong rating on IMDb. The internet database
out of 10. What is the story behind the series?
around a suspended but principled customs
Superintendent. He is rehired to lead a special
international smuggling syndicate. This team
Assistant Commissioner of the Central Board
and Customs. The team comprises officers who
sidelined for refusing to participate in
episode of the series is filled with thrills, and its
the audience hooked until the end. The climax
astonishing, and the actors' acting is also
series. This series is in the top 10. This series is
trending list - Taskaree: The Smuggler's Web,
Hashmi has played the lead role. The series was

released on January 14, 2026, and has been a part of the trending list ever since. Emraan Hashmi plays customs officer Arjun Meena in Smugglers. He also stars alongside actors like Sharad
Kelkar, Nandish Sandhu, Anurag Sinha, Amruta Khanvilkar, and Zoya Afroz.

After TV, Ekta Kapoor will rule OT'T.
When and where will Lock Up 2 stream?

Famous producer Ekta Kapoor's popular reality show is set to return to OTT with Lock Up Season 2. Lock Up Season 2 will arrive on OTT. Ekta Kapoor's popular reality show will stream

online on this platform. Four years
Ekta Kapoor's reality show, Lock
Kangana Ranaut. A few months
were preparing for Lock Up Season
Lock Up 2 has been officially
date has also been revealed. So, let's
show from Ekta Kapoor will stream
and where will Lock Up 2 arrive?
Lock Up Season 2, fans' excitement
are eagerly awaiting its release.
Up 2, on Tuesday, the popular OTT
announced Ekta Kapoor's Lock Up
video for Lock Up 2 was also
showing people walking through
Mumbai, and Lucknow,
red masks. They are accompanied
talkies and wearing lock-print
this unique method for Lock Up 2's
many. The release date for Lock Up
that Lock Up Season 2 will stream

. ago, famous small screen producer
_‘ :" Up, premiered, hosted by actress
‘ ago, news surfaced that the makers
2, and now confirmation has arrived.
announced, and the show's release
find out when and where this reality
online with the new season. When
With the official announcement of
has reached new heights, and they
Looking at the OTT release of Lock
platform Netflix India officially
2. Alongside this, the first promo
released on Netflix's X handle,
the streets of famous cities like Delhi,
handcuffed, wearing red clothes, and
by security guards, who are carrying
jackets. The makers have adopted
promotion, which has impressed
2 has also been announced, stating
on the OTT platform Netflix from
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June 27, 2026, Saturdays through Wednesdays at 8 p.m. This contestant won Lock Up 1- Talking about Kangana Ranaut-hosted Lock Up 1 (2022), the first season of this reality show was

won by stand-up comedian Munawar Faruqui.




