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?i'q'l'ﬁlﬂﬂ Editorial
Freedom

from 'Red
Terrorism'!

India is almost Naxal-free. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah made this claim-like
declaration in the Lok Sabha. March 31,
2026, was the deadline set for achieving
Naxal-free status. However, a debate on
Naxalism erupted in Parliament, in response
to which the Home Minister made the
announcement, revealing the conditions and
factors contributing to the spread of
Naxalism. With jubilation and enthusiasm,
the Home Minister also announced that the
'Red Corridor' in the country had been
eliminated. The two or four Naxalite leaders
who are absconding will either surrender or
be killed. The opposition is calling these
unjust killings. Surprisingly...! However, the
word 'Naxalism' will now be consigned to
history. It took nearly 59 long years to
eradicate 'Leftist, Maoist terrorism' from the
country. The government has accepted the
time as 706 months. The movement, which
began in West Bengal in 1967 under the
leadership of leftist leaders Charu
Majumdar and Kanu Sanyal, was less
ideological and more armed and violent.
Indeed, the movement was masquerading as
a struggle for farmers, laborers, landless
people, and tribal people. Slogans like
economic inequality, exploitation, injustice,
capitalism, unequal distribution of land or
landlessness, proletariat, bourgeoisie, etc.
were used, but even by 2026, these slogans
proved hollow and pretentious, as unequal
conditions persist in the country. The
Naxalites were against the country's
parliamentary system and advocated for an
"armed revolution.'" The movement, or
insurgency, spread across approximately 150
districts and was nicknamed the '"'Red
Corridor." These areas were indeed blood-
soaked. While espousing their vision of
equality and justice, the Naxalites killed
7,532 innocent people and '"'martyred"
approximately 5,000 security personnel.
Those who controlled approximately 17 %
of the country's territory, the '""Red
Corridor," and over 120 million people were
affected and oppressed by ''Red
Extremism.'" What kind of social movement
was that? They killed nearly 20,000 young
people. Why? They confiscated
approximately 92% of sophisticated
weapons from the police and security forces.
What kind of movement for equality and
poverty alleviation was that? The
government was spending 2,000 crore
rupees annually on the fight against and
eradicating ''Red Terrorism.'" During the
campaigns, conflicts, and encounters to free
the country from Naxalism, 706 Naxalites
were Killed, 2,208 were arrested and sent to
jail, and 4,839 surrendered. Home Minister
Amit Shah made all these revelations in the
Lok Sabha, and he saluted the security
forces and police personnel. Despite the
liberation movement, there is a segment of
society that celebrated at JNU when
Naxalites attacked and '""'martyred' 76
CRPF soldiers. This segment is the '""Urban
Naxal," comprising intellectuals, doctors,
journalists, MPs, respected writers, and
others. They continue to champion the
Naxalites and write articles in their support.
Advocating a violent movement is also a
crime. Following the establishment and
activation of Naxalism, 3,620 violent
incidents were reported in a single year. In
2002, 130 innocent passengers were killed
in an attack on the '""Rajdhani Express"
train. However, while ''red terrorism'' may
have been virtually eradicated, remnants of
the criminal, murderous mentality persist.
These too must be crushed.
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The heat of the Iran-Israel war
reaches Badrinath and Kedarnath.

The Char Dham Yatra is not only religiously significant but also the lifeline of Uttarakhand's economy. Every year, millions of pilgrims from
India and abroad visit these holy shrines. Generally, this number is estimated to be around 5 million. The deepening military conflict
between Iran and Israel in West Asia is no longer just a conflict between two countries. Its effects are rapidly spreading to the global
economy, energy markets, transportation systems, and everyday life. The heat of this international tension is now being felt even in the Char
Dham Yatra, one of the country's largest religious pilgrimages located in the remote Himalayas. Centers of faith like Badrinath, Kedarnath,
Gangotri, and Yamunotri are not only preparing to welcome pilgrims this year, but are also grappling with the challenges of inflation, supply
shortages, and potential chaos. This year's Char Dham Yatra is scheduled to commence on April 19th, coinciding with Akshaya Tritiya. The
doors of Gangotri and Yamunotri shrines will open on the same day, while Kedarnath shrine will open for pilgrims on April 22 and Badrinath
shrine on April 23. In light of this, the formal inauguration of the pilgrimage in Rishikesh is expected to take place on April 14 or 15.
However, the atmosphere of the pilgrimage is not as relaxed and enthusiastic as before. The war-induced conditions have raised fears that
- the pilgrimage will be more

expensive than before and that the

ii number of foreign pilgrims may

also be affected. Along with faith,

the Chardham Yatra, the pivot of
Uttarakhand's economy, is not
only religiously significant but also
the lifeline of Uttarakhand's
economy. Every year, millions of
pilgrims from India and abroad
visit these holy shrines. Normally,
this number is estimated to be
f around 5 million. This massive

-

pilgrimage generates
D otades . i unprecedented activity in trade,
e S transportation, hospitality,

employment, and local markets in
i the state's mountainous regions.
® However, this time, the situation
has changed. The war has led to a
surge in global crude oil and gas
prices. This is bound to have a
direct impact on an energy-
importing country like India. The
impact of rising petrol, diesel, and
cooking gas prices is felt more
severely in the mountains than in
the plains, as every commodity is transported over long distances and through difficult geographical conditions. This is why the entire cost
structure of the Chardham Yatra is under pressure this time. Inflation is pressing on every front, from transportation to food. Road transport
is the primary support for the Chardham Yatra. The majority of pilgrims travel by buses, taxis, and private vehicles. The rise in fuel prices
is bound to have a direct impact on fares. When road transport costs rise, it impacts not only vehicle fares but also the prices of hotels, food,
rations, drinking water, daily necessities, and other essential services. Thousands of hotels, restaurants, dhabas, and temporary eateries
operate along the approximately 1,300-kilometer-long pilgrimage route from Rishikesh to the Char Dham. Most of these kitchens rely on
LPG. If the availability of cooking gas is disrupted or prices rise, the impact will be directly felt on the food plate. Under current circumstances,
there is a strong fear that the prices of food, tea, snacks, and other essential services along the pilgrimage route may increase significantly. It
is estimated that if the gas crisis continues, food-related expenses could increase by at least 20 percent. This will directly impact the pockets
of pilgrims. Transport businesses are concerned, bookings affected. The Rishikesh-based TGMOU Transport Company, which is primarily
responsible for the transportation system during the Chardham Yatra, is also concerned about the situation. Company President Jitendra
Singh Negi says that if the war continues for a long time and the availability of cooking gas does not return to normal, this year's Chardham
Yatra could be severely affected. According to him, approximately 3,000 buses have been designated for the pilgrimage this year, and
bookings have already begun. Many pilgrims traveling in groups from different parts of the country also bring kitchen supplies with them,
requiring amenities like gas cylinders during the journey. Ensuring such arrangements is becoming increasingly difficult under the current
circumstances. According to Negi, some travel groups have even begun canceling pre-booked bus bookings, indicating that uncertainty is
now taking its toll. This could have a profound impact on local livelihoods. The Chardham Yatra is not just a pilgrimage for pilgrims, but
also the mainstay of the seasonal economy of Uttarakhand's mountain communities. Millions of families in the state directly and indirectly
depend on this pilgrimage. Hoteliers, dhaba operators, tour operators, local guides, pandas, priests, horse- and mule operators, dandi-kandi
service providers, flower and prasad sellers, photographers, small shopkeepers, and handicraft vendors—all derive a significant portion of
their income from this pilgrimage season. If the pilgrimage becomes more expensive, the number of travelers will naturally be affected.
Pilgrims, especially those from the middle and lower income groups, may postpone their trips, shorten their duration, or switch from group
trips to individual ones. This will have a direct impact on local markets. Fewer pilgrims mean fewer stays, less shopping, and less food.
Consumption and reduced cash flow. This could severely impact seasonal income in mountainous regions. Foreign pilgrims and air services
are also under pressure. The impact of the war is not limited to road travel. Changes in international air routes, increased costs of flights
from the Gulf and Europe, and global security concerns could also reduce the number of NRIs and foreign tourists. While the share of
foreign pilgrims and NRIs in the Char Dham Yatra is small compared to the total number, their expenditure is relatively high. They spend
more on better hotels, private transportation, guide services, local shopping, and additional tourist activities. Therefore, a decline in their
numbers could have a disproportionate impact on the tourism sector's income. Helicopter services have now become an important part of
the pilgrimage to remote shrines like Kedarnath. Elderly, time-consuming pilgrims, and special category travelers rely on these services.
However, the increase in the price of aviation turbine fuel is sure to directly impact helicopter fares. If the war prolongs, pressure on the
global supply chain could also increase, impacting the availability of spare parts and technical resources in the aviation sector. This situation
could impact both the cost and operation of services. The Himalayas are no longer untouched by the global economy. The Char Dham
shrines may be geographically inaccessible and spiritually unique, but they are no longer isolated from the ups and downs of the global
economy. A crucial reality of the modern world is that a war in one region can impact societies, economies, and traditions thousands of
kilometers away. The Iran-Israel conflict has once again highlighted this interdependence. For Uttarakhand, this is a time not only for
concern but also for strategic preparation. The travel-related service sector must become more efficient, flexible, and sensitive. Promoting
local products, traditional cuisine, handicrafts, and cultural experiences can explore alternatives to generate better revenue despite limited
visitor numbers. The need to shift from a mere quantity-driven model to a quality-driven model is felt more urgently now than ever before.
This is a testing time for the government and society. The Char Dham Yatra is a significant symbol of India's spiritual tradition, cultural
continuity, and collective faith. Keeping it smooth, safe, and dignified, even amid global instability, inflation, and supply shortages, is the
shared responsibility of the government, administration, transportation system, and local communities. The state government must make
timely special arrangements to ensure the availability of fuel, cooking gas, food items, and transportation services. Strict monitoring of black
marketing and artificial scarcity will be essential. Uninterrupted supply of essential commodities along the pilgrimage route, monitoring fare
controls, transparent helicopter rates, and coordination with local businesses will be more important this time than ever before. The challenge
of protecting the pilgrimage of faith from crisis: The heat of the Iran-Israel war has made clear how deeply interconnected the world is
today. The fact that a war in West Asia could impact the Himalayan pilgrimage in Uttarakhand is enough to illustrate the complex economic
structure of this era. The Chardham Yatra is not just a ceremony to open the doors of temples, but a vast annual cycle of faith, economy,
culture, and social life. To protect this cycle from crisis, immediate management as well as long-term strategies are essential. If the government,
administration, and society work together to prepare in time, the continuity, dignity, and public trust of this journey can be preserved even
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What benefits do airlines offer you when
your flightis cancelled? Know your rights.

If you are traveling somewhere and your flight is cancelled at the last minute, you should know your rights in such a situation. According to DGCA regulations, airlines have certain
responsibilities in such situations, which you should also be aware of. A last- minute flight cancellation during air travel can be a nightmare for any
traveler. But did you know that the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has established strict rules to protect passenger
rights in such cases? According to the regulations, if an airline cancels a flight without prior notice, it is obligated to provide
passengers with an alternative flight, free meals, and, in certain circumstances, substantial compensation. Often,
due to lack of information, passengers face difficulties at the airport. So let's explore in detail your options and
the benefits you can request in such a situation. Primary options available in case of flight cancellation: When
aflight is cancelled due to an airline's fault, the airline must offer you a seat on the next available flight
without any additional charges. If you don't want to take an alternative flight, you can request a full
refund. If you are waiting for the next flight at the airport, the airline must provide free food and
drinks. Under what circumstances is compensation available? Passengers are also entitled to cash
compensation for delayed notification. If the airline provided less than 24 hours' notice, the passenger
has the right to seek compensation. Depending on the flight's distance and the delay, compensation can
range from 75,000 to 210,000. If the cancellation of the first flight causes you to miss your next connecting

flight, the airline must also compensate you for that. When is hotel accommodation available? If the alternate flight
is the next day, the airline provides these facilities. In case of an overnight wait, the airline arranges hotel
accommodations for passengers. Free bus or taxi service is provided from the airport to the hotel and back. Priority is
given to elderly people, pregnant women, and families with small children. When can airlines refuse these facilities? Airlines can refrain from
providing compensation in situations such as extreme weather or an act of God. However, in cases of general technical problems or staff shortages, airlines

are required to provide compensation or necessary facilities. If the airline refuses to assist, you can file a complaint on the Air Seva portal. Knowing your rights can not only save you mental
stress but also ensure compensation for financial losses.

Find out here how many days a cough
lasts before you should see a doctor.

If you have a cough even during the changing weather, this article is useful. Here we will tell you when you should see a doctor if you have one. Coughs have become a common problem

during changing weather. The
cold and hot winds, leading to
throats. Although people often
remedies, ignoring a persistent or
telling you this because a cough
be a sign of serious lung and
important to consult a doctor
treatment before the problem
changing weather and not ignoring
surest way to avoid major health
see a doctor if the cough is severe?
minor problem, but sometimes it
immediately consult a doctor in the
a long time and doesn't subside, it
infection. If the cough is
fever, difficulty breathing, or blood
immediately. A sudden increase in
condition. Especially if the cough
doctor immediately and do not
home remedies can help reduce
warm water as it soothes sore
as it opens the airways and loosens

body's immune system weakens between
problems like coughs, colds, and sore
consider it normal and rely on home
severe cough is not without risk. We are
isn't just a throat problem; it can sometimes
respiratory problems. Therefore, it is
promptly so that you can get the right
worsens. Taking care of your health during
even a minor problem like a cough is the
problems in the long run. When should you
First, understand that a cough is often a
can be a sign of a serious illness. You should
following situations: If a cough persists for
could be a sign of a lung or respiratory tract
accompanied by other symptoms, such as
in the phlegm, consult a doctor
cough at night is a sign of a serious
persists for 3 weeks (21 days), consult a
ignore it. 2. How to care at home? Some
cough and provide relief: Gargle with
throat and irritation. Start inhaling steam
mucus. Drink plenty of water as

dehydration thins mucus and reduces cough. Some things to keep in mind: Avoid dust, smoke, and cold air as these can aggravate cough and damage the lungs. Take your medication at the
right time. Just remember to only take it as directed by your doctor. Taking medication without prescription can worsen the problem. Note: This article was compiled based on information
gathered from medical reports.

Make homemade sambar masala like the one sold in the
market, with a taste that will leave you licking your fingers.

To make sambar masala at home, coriander, dried red chilies, chana dal, urad dal, fenugreek seeds, and curry leaves are roasted and ground. This masala gives sambar its authentic South

Indian flavor. South Indian food is delicious,
know a few tricks. Sambar is served with
make sambar correctly will enhance the
vegetables and lentils, the most important
sambar masala. The true flavor of sambar
masalas are often lacking in flavor and full
home yields both the taste and aroma.
healthy but also makes every meal special.
Homemade sambar masala enhances the
Once you try it, you'll forget about buying
for Sambar Masala: 1 cup coriander seeds
chana dal 1 teaspoon urad dal 1 teaspoon
seeds 1/2 teaspoon black pepper 8-10 curry
powder How to Make Sambar Masala: Step
without oil, fry the coriander, lentils,
lightly golden. Step 2. Add the chilies and
chilies and curry leaves and fry until
heat and let the mixture cool completely.
mixer to a fine powder, and finally add
an airtight container. Homemade masala
want more spice, you can increase the

healthy, and easy to prepare if you
dosa, idli, or vada. Knowing how to
taste of your meal. However, besides
ingredient for making sambar is the
lies in its spices. Market-sold
of preservatives, but making it at
Homemade sambar is not only
Let's learn its easy recipe.
taste of your food exponentially.
store-bought masala. Ingredients
8-10 dried red chilies 2 teaspoons
fenugreek seeds 1 teaspoon cumin
leaves 1/2 teaspoon turmeric
1 - Roast the Spices: In a pan,
fenugreek, and cumin seeds until
curry leaves. Now add the dried red
fragrant. Step 3. Cool: Turn off the
Step 4. Grind: Put the mixture in a
turmeric. Tips: Store the spices in
stays fresh for 2-3 months. If you
amount of chili.
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Director Nitesh Tiwari reveals why Ranbir Kapoor
was a perfect fit for the role of Ram in 'Ramayana’

Ranbir Kapoor is currently in the news for the film 'Ramayana’. Recently, director Nitesh Tiwari revealed why he chose Ranbir Kapoor for the role of Ram. A video of Nitesh Tiwari is
going viral on social media, in which he is seen discussing interesting
things about his film 'Ramayana’. In particular, he explained why he
trusted Ranbir Kapoor to play the role of Lord Ram. Nitesh Tiwari clearly
stated that the role of Lord Ram is very deep and difficult. He said, '"Ram
was a man who spoke very little, but his love was very deep. His pain was
not visible, but felt. Furthermore, this role required physical strength and
balance. Keeping all these factors in mind, he felt that only Ranbir
Kapoor could play this role effectively and live up to the expectations of
millions of people.'" There's no need to modernize Ramayana - When
asked about giving the film a modern touch, Nitesh Tiwari clearly stated
that he hasn't made any special effort. According to him, the true strength
of Ramayana lies in its values, which have always remained the same and
are relevant for all times. He stated that there's no need to change or
modernize these values. A need to remind the world again - Nitesh
Tiwari believes that today's world has somehow forgotten these values.
Therefore, the purpose of his film is not just to tell the story, but also to
remind people of these values. He expressed hope that this film will
inspire people and perhaps even help make the world a little better. About
the film '"Ramayana' - In addition to Ranbir Kapoor, Sai Pallavi will be
seen in the role of Sita, Sunny Deol as Hanuman, and Ravi Dubey as
Laxman. The film also features a large cast. ""Ramayana'’ will be released
in two parts. The first part will release this year on Diwali, while the
second part will hit theaters next year on Diwali 2027.

Rapper Divine and Riyar Sahab's new song released; Mouni
Roy steals the show with her electrifying dance moves

Rapper Divine is currently in the news for his new song. Titled ''Saucy,"" Mouni Roy features in the song. Hip-hop singer Riyar Sahab also adds to the song's charismatic vocals. Rapper
Divine's new music video, ''Saucy," i . r ,,'. tr i - has been released, featuring singers Riyar

Sahab and Mouni Roy. This track is part of Divine's recent album, '"Walking on
Water," which traces the rapper's journey from the Mumbai music scene to a
global audience. Mouni Roy steals the show with her powerful dance moves. The
song was filmed in Singapore. Indian songwriter and rapper Divine's new album,
'""Walking on Water," is gaining widespread acclaim. Its new music video is
even more impressive. According to news agency ANI, the song was shot in
Singapore. Its visuals are of popular locations, including scenes of Helix Bridge,
Haji Lane, and the Swissotel The Stamford helipad, which are attracting a lot
of attention. Mouni Roy plays the lead role in the music video. Why was it shot in
Singapore? The song was produced by Karan Kanchan. With rapper Divine's
distinctive rap style and Riyar Sahab's melodious voice, the song ''Saucy"
creates a hip-hop track that is quite unique. Talking about the track and its
atmosphere, Divine said that the song was created to be feel-good and easy to listen
to. He said, '"When we were deciding where to shoot this track, Singapore seemed
the perfect place. I recently went there for F1, and the speed of the place stayed with
me." Mouni Roy shared her experience - Mouni Roy also shared her
experience of shooting in Singapore, saying that she loved the city. He said,
""Singapore has been on my travel wish list for a long time, and now it's won my
heart. Experiencing this incredibly beautiful country for the first time while
shooting for 'Saucy' was a completely different experience. The food, fashion, and
energy all blend so seamlessly." Singer Riyar Sahab wanted to bring a smooth
Punjabi touch. Speaking about the collaboration, singer Riyar Sahab said, ''Bhai and I have a natural chemistry when it comes to creating music. 'Saucy' was one of those tracks that had
the right energy from day one. Singapore was amazing; the entire shoot had a unique feel. I just wanted to bring that smooth Punjabi touch to this track, so people could groove to it."

Rajkummar Rao begins shooting for Ganguly
biopic, titled 'Dada - The Sourav Ganguly Story'

Actor Rajkummar Rao has begun shooting for his next film. He shared the news on Instagram. Find out which film the actor will be starring in. Rajkummar Rao recently announced his
film, 'Toaster,' which will be released on Netflix on April 15th. Now, he
has begun shooting for his new film, sharing this information on his
Instagram handle. The film will be based on this cricket legend.
The actor has already begun shooting for 'Dada - The Sourav
Ganguly Story,' which will be based on former cricketer Sourav
Ganguly. He shared the post with the caption, ''And now it's begun."
The film is being produced under the banner of Luv Films.
Bollywood celebrities congratulated him - Following the post,
Bollywood celebrities also wished the actor well for his project. Farah
Khan, Neha Dhupia, and Sachet Tandon commented "All the
best'" on the post. Ritwik Sahore, Aparshakti Khurana, and Isha
Aggarwal also commented on the actor's post and congratulated him.
About the film: The film is being directed by Vikramaditya
Motwane. The film will be based on the life and cricketing career of
former cricketer Sourav Ganguly, known as "Dada." The film
has been in the works for quite some time, and Rajkummar Rao has
even lost weight for it. However, no updates have yet been released
regarding the film's other cast or its release date. "Toaster' will
release on April 15th: Rajkummar Rao will be seen in the film
"Toaster," which will be released on Netflix. The rest of the cast
includes Sanya Malhotra, Farah Khan, : \ Abhishek Banerjee, Archana
Puran Singh, Seema Pahwa, and ' = i . . === Jitendra Joshi. The film is
directed by Vivek Das Choudhary. The audience is eagerly waiting for the film.
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