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Gyanvapi gets a political edge

For almost two years now, a decades-old
dispute between local Hindu and Muslim
groups over the Gyanvapi Masjid that abuts
the Kashi Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi has
held the national centre stage. The first
petition in the ongoing legal battle was filed
in 2021, and the case has become the most
important one of what has informally come to
be known as the new temple movement
(where Hindu groups have eschewed street
protests for the courtroom, filing claims of
ownership over Islamic holy sites in local
courts in Agra, Mathura and Varanasi).
Despite the attention and controversy
around these claims, and utterances by
minor politicians, the disputes remained
strictly legal. Untilnow. The Chennaimeeting
of the G20 countries last week on climate
reached an agreement on 95% of the text,
comprising ocean management and
biodiversity conservation. But the
disagreements were starker. The countries —
which contribute 80% of global greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions —were unable to strike
a consensus on renewable energy, phasing
down fossil fuel use, doubling the global rate
of improvement of energy efficiency, and
GHG emissions peaking no later than 2025.
With the climate and energy ministers of all
G20 nations, US special climate envoy John
Kerry and COP28 president-designate
Sultan Al Jaber in attendance, the
expectation was that some progress would be
made. That there the needle didn’t move at all
is dismaying and should set alarm bells
ringing for the upcoming COP28 talks this
winter. The relationship between the United
States and India is today on a strong footing,
but long before the two warmed up to each
other in the manner that they have, a robust
Indian diaspora in the US formed a people-
to-people bridge between the two great
democracies. The instrumental role played
by Indian-Americans — now comprising 2.7
million people with significant heft in
economic and political spheres — was
acknowledged by both President Joe Biden
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi during
the latter’s recent State visit earlier this year.
This is why the demand by a group of US
lawmakers, who urged the Biden
administration to prioritise Green Card
applicants from India, and reduce the wait
period from a staggering 195 years in terms
of the current backlog, is important. The
demand from 56 lawmakers is bipartisan,
underlining this is a key issue that is beyond
politics. The protracted delays, no doubt
engendered by the pandemic but also made
worse by administrative gaps, cast a shadow
on bilateral ties. In the past, the White House
has directly taken cognisance of the long
wait times for an interview at the American
consulate . Now that India has a full-time US
envoy in Eric Garcetti, resolving this needs to
be prioritised. Half a century ago, India
launched an ambitious new project to protect
the tiger. The big cat had been declared the
national animal just a year before. Tiger
numbers had dwindled to below 2,000 and
there were concerns that the majestic
animal would be extinct before the close
of the millennium. Project Tiger defied
those fears. Its roaring success saw
tiger habitats grow from nine reserves
to 54. Today, India is home to three out
of every four tigers in the world. An
updated analysis of the 2022 tiger
census pegged the total number of tigers
in the wild at 3,682 — significantly
higher than 3,167 projected in April.
The April datawas part of a preliminary
report released by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the new report is
based on further analysis of the same
data.
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Perils of unplanned urbanisation
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In the past few weeks, three
major cities Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Mumbai — have
been flooded. Cities like
Hyderabad (in 2000), Srinagar
(in 2014), Chennai (in 2021)
and Bengaluru (in 2022) have
also seen some areas being
submerged during heavy
rainfall. This has
consequences: A majority of
urban residents face water-
logging and traffic congestion.
While flooding was a regular
occurrence in urban India
before independence, damage
and disruption have increased.
There are well-known factors
at play: With unplanned
urbanisation and a rise in
population, there has been a
rise in construction (especially
in low-lying areas) and,
consequently, a loss of water
bodies. With cities getting
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more  concretised  (via
pavements, roads, and
settlements), rainwater

percolation has reduced,
leading to a rise in stormwater
run-off. Most Indian cities are
situated beside a river, with
extensive floodplains and
wetlands. In an ideal world,
such areas would have been
left untouched — instead,
India has lost 40 per cent of its
wetlands in the past 30 years.
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For instance, Baroda lost 30 per
cent of its wetlands between
2005 and 2018. Delhi had
1,000 waterbodies in 1997,
but now has just 700. With
such a loss of natural “blue
infrastructure”, flooding risks
have increased. Delhi has seen
four major flooding events
between 2005 and 2023.
Similar patterns exist for other
cities. Solving this requires
action on multiple fronts.First,
we need to understand the
problem better — studies
must be conducted in all cities
to understand the catchment
area and flooding risk
associated with urban water
bodies (including rivers) and
land use. This can then be tied
up with short, medium and
long-term measures to
rejuvenate water bodies. Lake
and river management plans
should be defined and include
the participation of the local
citizenry in upkeep and a push
to remove encroachments
(Misra, Nidhi, Oct 2011).
Geographic  information
systems (GIS) may be used to
tag local water bodies, to help
keep track of encroachments
and  understand  their
seasonality. Investments are
required in more early
warning systems (including
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First, we need to understand the problem better
— studies must be conducted in all cities to
understand the catchment area and flooding risk
associated with urban water bodies (including
rivers) and land use. This can then be tied up with
short, medium and long-term measures to
rejuvenate water bodies. Lake and river
management plans should be defined and include
the participation of the local citizenry in upkeep and
apush to remove encroachments (Misra, Nidhi, Oct
2011). Geographic information systems (GIS) may
be used to tag local water bodies, to help keep track
of encroachments and understand their
seasonality. Investments are required in more early
warning systems (including Doppler radar) to
enable real-time updates on changing weather
patterns locally. Beyond this, local rainfall data can
be integrated with the Central Water Commission
and regional flood control efforts (Prakash, Anjal,
Goswami, Aishani, Aug 2020). As rainfall patterns
change, simulations will be required, particularly
 for flooding hotspots. Ideally, this can be linked with
flood risk maps and insurance products.

Doppler radar) to enable real-
time updates on changing
weather patterns locally.
Beyond this, local rainfall
data can be integrated with the
Central Water Commission
and regional flood control
efforts (Prakash, Anjal,
Goswami, Aishani, Aug
2020). As rainfall patterns
change, simulations will be
required, particularly for
flooding hotspots. Ideally, this
can be linked with flood risk
maps and insurance products.
We should also invest in city-
wide databases that enable the
provision of immediate relief
in the event of a flooding-
related disaster (Prakash,
Anjal, Goswami, Aishani,
Aug 2020). Second, we must
revamp and expand
drainage and stormwater
networks across our cities —
most of India’s 5,000 plus
cities and towns don’t have a
well-functioning sewerage
network. Delhi’s drainage
network can carry a
maximum of 50mm in 24
hours, with significant parts
requiring repair (Chandra,
Bhushan, July 2023). Its
stormwater drains are very
old. In Delhi, several areas
have drains which have
been incorrectly sloped

against gravity. Other areas
have no distinct drains for
drainage and stormwater,
often leading to
overflowing.Most cities
need to develop drainage
master plans — even Delhi is
yet to have one (despite a
pre-existing plan developed
by IIT Delhi in 2018, which
was later shelved for not

being actionable).
Additionally, existing
pipelines need to be

surveyed (whether drain or
stormwater), and water-
logging locations identified.
We must not skimp on
building this infrastructure
stormwater networks
should be kept separate from
the drainage network.Third,
over the medium-to-long
term, urban planning has to
improve. In Delhi, a range of
civic agencies manage the
city’s drains, leading to
coordination challenges —
often, information is not
shared or shared with delay,

leading to a lack of
transparency (Dixit,
Kushagra, Aug 2022).
Coordination between

agencies/institutions must
improve. Delhi, with its Jal
Board, seeks to revive 155
water bodies in such a

piecemeal manner. All this
when most water bodies are
regulated by institutions
ranging from DDA, to Delhi
Jal Board, Public Works
Department, and municipal
corporations (Jainer,
Shivali, Jan 2020; Misra,
Nidhi, Oct 2011).
Additionally, awareness
about wetland/water body
conservation must be
improved. The Wetland
Authority of Delhi recently
received requests to delist
232 (of 1,045) waterbodies
from institutions like the
Delhi Development
Authority, highlighting
limited awareness (Babu,
Nikhil, May 2023). It is
heartening to see the
progress made by the Centre
— the push for the National
Mission for Clean Ganga,
Census on Pan-India water
bodies, guidelines for
conserving water bodies,
and increasing Ramsar sites
are welcome steps.
However, we require a well-
defined urban water policy.
Regulatory bodies like the
Central Wetland Regulatory
Authority can be granted
statutory powers, while
participation of local
communities is welcome.

MANMOHAN BAHADUR WRITES: SOLDIERS
IN THE DIGITAL AGE

The explosion of social
media has altered the
environment in which the
young of today grow up,
best explained by
paraphrasing Karl Marx
— “social media is the
new opium of the
masses”. In the West,
several studies have been
commissioned to
understand how social
media is being used by
serving military
personnel and the
implications of this online
activity on their political
orientation. There is,
however, hardly any
study on how the present-

suggest the urgency of pension of veterans who
conducting such a study. pass remarks in social
First, the alleged action media that tarnish the

Army’s image. Itis a toxic
environment out there —
noxious in more ways
than one. There is the pull
of consumerism and an

ethics and,

thresholds of political and  forces
social mores, values and manpower
officers and enlisted

worryingly, the trend of
polarisation of thought
along cultural, ethnic,
linguistic and religious
lines. Social media is

draw

more

affected would

their
both

soldiers. To think, or
hope, that the young
recruits would not be

first

Indians are seen as just
Indians. Organised and
structured training
regimens that are already
in place should be re-
examined minutely.
While theory would form
the foundation of any
such endeavour it would
be the actions of the
junior leadership, both
discernible and subtle,
that would be the most
effective training props.
The shortened training
period of the enlisted
Agniveers becomes a
new challenge in this
respect. It could be
argued that the Agniveers
will continue getting
trained in an operational
unit. However, the four-
year engagement period,

be

day social media- (no rebuttal till date) of
influenced recruit some personnel in
entering service is Kashmir having
different from his reportedly crossed the
counterpart of two high benchmark of

decades earlier. In India,
there is no authoritative
study in the open domain
which has delved on these
issues. Two recent events

discipline that Indian
armed forces are known
for. Second, an Army
directive that points to the
likely suspension of

inexorable appeal to
move up the fast lane, the
lure of being in the
limelight (thanks to social
media), a redrawing of

replete with videos of the
schisms  percolating
down, even to the school
level. It is from this
cauldron that the armed

negligence.The
challenge is to detoxify
the mass that enters at the
training institution level
and drill in the fact that in
the armed forces, all

in which he prepares for
war as well as exit from
service is hardly a
conducive environment
for assimilating the mores
of his service.
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The inauguration of Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh's new building 'Keshav Kunj' at
Jhandewalan on wednesday. SUBRATA DUTTA

Six injured while escaping house fire in
Delhi's Nangloi: Six members of a family sus-
tained injuries when they jumped from the
second floor of a house that caught fire in
West Delhi’ s Nangloi area, fire services offi-
cials said on Wednesday. As per the Delhi Fire
Services (DFS), a distress call regarding a house
fire was received from Jwala Puri area of Nan-
gloi, and immediately three fire tenders were
rushed to the site to douse the flames. In the
unfortunate incident, six people identified as
40-year-old Pankaj, Preeti, 20-year-old Sweta,
19-year-old Pranjal, 18-year-old Panav, and 13-
year-old Vaibhav sustained injuries while trying
to escape from the fire by jumping off the
second floor of the house. They were rushed
to a nearby hospital where they are undergo-
ing treatment, the DFS added. Flames spread
to domestic articles in the first and second
floors of the house, and were brought under
control by the firefighters, the department
said. A police team also reached the spot to
inquire about the exact cause of the fire, and
take due legal action in the matter.

Delhi Police bust high-tech car theft nexus
using key synchronization: The Delhi Police
have uncovered a sophisticated car theft rack-
et in the national capital, where thieves used
high-tech machines to synchronize duplicate
keys with original car keys, officials said on
Wednesday. Following the arrest of two car
thieves found in possession of firearms, police
gathered intelligence on the gang's master-
mind, Mehtab, who had been involved in 35
similar cases in the past. He was subsequently
apprehended, said Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Outer North) Nidhin Valsan, explaining
that the gang used specialized scanners to
decode car keys and create new ones. Over
the past few months, they had stolen more
than 50 vehicles from Delhi and nearby areas,
delivering them to their receiver in Meerut,
Uttar Pradesh. They specifically targeted high-
value vehicles, for which they received signifi-
cant payments. The criminals employed
advanced software to modify programming
and synchronize duplicate keys with the origi-
nals, allowing the duplicate keys to function
exactly like the factory-issued ones.

Global Conference of Meditation Leaders
begins today: The Global Conference of Medi-
tation Leaders (GCML) will convene from 20 to
23 February in New Delhi, bringing together
policymakers, corporate leaders, researchers,
and meditation experts to advance meditation
as a process for positive social change and
world peace. Organised by Buddha CEO Quan-
tum Foundation, in association with Pyramid
Meditation Channel Hindi (PMC), S-VYASA,
Heartfulness, AlIMS, CCRYN (Ministry of AYUSH),
and several other organisations of Pyramid
Spiritual Societies Movement, the conference
aims to engage global leadership in creating
awareness about meditation as a key driver
for well-being and decision-making while facili-
tating policy formulation to integrate medita-
tion into education, healthcare, workplaces,
and governance through research, technology,
and expert guidance.

Signature Global awards Rs 567 cr contracts
for construction of housing project in Guru-
gram: Signature Global, one of the real estate
companies, on Wednesday said it has awarded
construction contracts worth Rs 567.37 crore
to build its housing project in Sohna, Guru-
gram. The company has given Rs 482 crore
contract to B L Gupta Construction (P) Ltd,
while Shri Balaji has been given work worth Rs
85.37 crore for the project 'Daxin Vistas', the
company said in a statement. B L Gupta Con-
struction will construct 2,792 independent
floors within 36 months, while Shri Balaji will
handle critical external development works,
including the Sewage Treatment Plant (STP),
stormwater drainage, irrigation, rainwater har-
vesting, and other essential infrastructure
enhancements.

Mayor calls on parents, teacherstowork
for children’s personality development

NEWDELHI,

Mayor Mahesh Kumar, on =+
Wednesday, urged the parents

RekhaGuptatobedth

woman CM of Delhi

Greetingspourinfromleadersasthefirst-timeMLAischosenasCM

NEWDELHI,

irebrand BJPwoman leader

and first-time MLA Rekha

Guptawas on Wednesday

chosenasthe chiefminister
of Delhi. She won the Shalimar
Baghseatin therecently-concluded
assembly election with a margin
0f29,595 votes by defeating AAP's
Bandana Kumari.

BJP's Sushma Swaraj, Congress'
Sheila Dikshit, and Aam Aadmi
Party's Atishi have been other
women chief ministers of Delhi.

Gupta became the president
of the Delhi University Students'
Union (DUSU) in the year 1996
1997.Shewas elected to the Delhi
councilor elections from Uttari
Pitampura (Ward 54) in2007. She
was again elected from North
Pitampura (Ward 54) in 2012.

She has been recognized for
her grassroots engagement and
organizational skills within the
party.

The BJP leader was born on
July 19, 1974, in Julana, Haryana.
She has also held positions such
as the National Vice President of
the BJP Mahila Morcha and has
been a member of the party's
national executive committee.

Traffic police advisory for
CM’s oath ceremony today

NEWDELHI,

Inview of the oath ceremony
of the new chief minister of
Delhi at the Ramleela Ground,
the Traffic Police, on Wednes-
day, issued a traffic advisory
for the smooth flow of traffic
as the ceremony will be attend-
ed by many VIPs and VVIPs.
Aspertheadvisory, several
stretches of theroads, including
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
from ITO to Delhi Gate, Jawa-
harlal Nehru Marg from
Delhi gate to Guru Nanak
Chowk, Minto Road to round-

Gupta will be sworn-in as the
9th chief minister of Delhi. She is
also the fourth female CM of Delhi
and 8th overall to hold this office.

Leaders across party lines on
Wednesday congratulated Rekha
Gupta on being named Delhi’s
new Chief Minister.

Delhi's caretaker CM and AAP
leader Atishisaid, "I congratulate
Rekha Gupta on becoming the
CM...Thope thatthe BJP will fulfill
all the promises they have made
to the people of Delhi.”

“I would like to say on behalf
of AAP that our party is always
ready to extend support to the

about at Kamla Market and
Ranjeet Singh Flyover to Turk-
man Gate.

Moreover, the advisory
mentioned diversion on several
roads, at Raj Ghat, Delhi Gate,
ITO, Ajmeri Gate, Ranjeet
Singh Flyover, Bhavbhuti Marg
and roundabout at Jhande-
walan.

The police advised the pub-
lic to avail of public transport
to help decongestroads, park
their vehicles at the designated
places and report in case of
any unusual or unidentified
objector person to the nearby
personnel at the earliest.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Wednesday accused
the Congress of having declined
to such an extent that it is now
celebrating the BJP’s victory in
Delhi. Speakingat the inauguration
of the 35th State Conference of
the Students’ Federation of India
(SFD), Vijayan alleged that the
Congress is retreating from its
commitmentto fighting the BJP.

He pointed out that despite
its dismal performance in the
DelhiAssembly elections, where
it lost its deposit in 65 out of 70
seats, the Congress still rejoiced

PHOTO BY ~ SUBRATA DUTTA

BJPfor developmental work here.
She will be the fourth female CM
of Delhi, and it is encouraging to
see women steppinginto politics
with great enthusiasm,” she told
anews agency.

Former minister and BJPleader
Kailash Gahlotsaid, “Hearty con-
gratulations to her and the people
of Delhi. I have full confidence
that under the leadership and
guidance of PM Modi, she willdo
amazingwork.Idon'tthink there
hasbeen anydiscussionregarding
the Deputy CM. Tomorrow, the
CM and ministers will take the
oath.”

‘Polls over, blaming Kejriwal won’t

work’: Sisodiawants BJP toact now

guiltyreceive the harshest
and swiftest punishment.
We urge authorities to
restore peace and security
immediately,” Singh

NEWDELHI,

Former Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia,
onWednesday, castigated
the BJPforits alleged fail-
ure to maintain the law
and order in the National
Capital citing a case of
assault on a seven-year-
old girl in West Delhi’s
Tilak Nagar.

Addressinga press con-
ference along with Tilak
Nagar MLA Jarnail Singh
here, Sisodia said, “I am
addressing this press con-
ference today to remind
the BJP thatelections are
over. You have done
enough name callingand
mudslinging before the
polls, now at least focus
on governance.”

“The people of Delhi
entrusted you with the

their

b

law and order, yet crimi-
nals are roaming free with-
out fear because of the
simple reason that they
know those responsible
for maintaining the law
and order do not care.
The Home Ministry has
complete control over
Delhi’s governance, yet

where,” he added.
Echoingsimilar views,
Jarnail Singh said, “People
inTilak Nagar and across
Delhi are deeply con-
cerned and frustrated.

-l

priorities lie else-

NEWDELHI,

Crimes like chain snatch-
ingand bike and car thefts
have become so common
that they no longer have
a count. Murders and
rapes have turned into
everyday affair as the Delhi
Police have completely
failed to stop them.”
“Whatis happeningto
our city? Howmuch worse
can this get,” he asked.
“We assure Delhi’s cit-
izens that we stand with
themin this fight for their
safety. We trust our judi-
ciary to ensure that the

added.

over the AAP’s defeat to the BJP.

“Congress has deteriorated
into a party that now even cele-
brates the BJP’svictory,” Vijayan
remarked.

Launching a sharp attack on
Rahul Gandhi and the Congress,
Vijayan accused the party of
fueling corruption allegations

Answering a query
regarding the prospective
chief minister of Delhi,
Sisodiasaid, “Itis shocking
that the BJP took so long
justtodecide onaleader.
Even now, it is unclear
whether they have actually
chosen one or they lack
confidence in their own
pick. This is exactly why
theyhaveno time to focus
on Delhi’s schools, hos-
pitals, electricity, or water
supply. Power cuts are
increasing, crimes areris-
ingasuncertainty pervades
everywhere. They won
theelections, so they can
do whatever they want
but the people of Delhi
will not tolerate this.”

UnionMinister Harsh Malhotra
also congratulated Gupta, stating,
“PM Modi not only speaks about
women’s empowerment, but he
actsonittoo. Shehasbeen elected
as the leader of the party.” AAP
Delhi state convenor Gopal Rai
also congratulated Gupta, saying,
“The wait of the people of Delhi
has ended today. I extend my
congratulations to the new Delhi
CM, Rekha Gupta.”

Delhi Cong president Yadav con-
gratulates Rekha Gupta: Delhi
Congress president Devender
Yadavon Wednesday congratulated
BJPMLARekha Gupta after chosen
as the ChiefMinister of Delhiand
expressed hope that she willwork
towards safeguarding the interests
of the people of the national cap-
ital.

In a post on X, Yadav wrote,
“My congratulations and best
wishes to Rekha Gupta on being
appointed as the Chief Minister
of Delhi. Hoping that you will
refrain from divisive politics, fulfil
all your election promises, and
work towards safeguarding the
interests of the people of Delhi.”
Ofthe 70 Assembly seats, the BJP
won 48 seats and AAP 22 seats.
The Congress drew a blank.

NEWDELHI,

Rajya Sabha MP Swati Maliwal
wrote to AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal on Wednesday
with a demand that a Dalit
MLAbe appointed as 'Leader
of Opposition' in the Delhi
Assembly.

In her letter, Maliwal
reminded the AAP chief of
the promise made by the party
back in the Punjab assembly
elections, to make a Dalit
Deputy CM, which she said
is something that remains
unfulfilled to this day.

Maliwal's letter mentions,
"Now, as the time has come
to appoint the Leader of Oppo-
sition in Delhi, I request you
toappointa party leader from
the Dalit community as the
Leader of the Opposition."

She further said that making
a Dalit LoP will not just be a
political decision, but will be

Youth behind 17murders, extortion
and burglaryin Delhi Police dragnet

The accused has
been frequently

against the AAP government in
Delhi, which led to the arrest of
the Deputy Chief Minister by
central agencies.

He added that the Congress
had even demanded the arrest
of ChiefMinister Arvind Kejriwal
and hashistorically collaborated
with the BJP in Delhi.

Vijayan also warned secular
democratic forcesinIndia about
the Sangh Parivar’s alleged
attempts to alter the history of
theIndianindependence move-
ment. He claimed that the RSS
and its affiliates in power at the
Centre arerewriting history text-
books to push the ideology of
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, whom
he accused of subservience to

towork together with teachers
to work for children's per-
sonality development.

Kumar made the request
after inaugurating a three-
day science fair being organised
in the Karol Bagh zone at the
municipal school in Karam-
pura.

Addressing the teachers,
the mayorlauded their efforts
in providing quality education
to students for a brighter
future.

He emphasised that the
holistic development of Delhi’s
children requires collective
effort, as today’s children are
the future of tomorrow.

Stating that primary edu-
cation is the foundation for a
student’s success, he acknowl-

edged the dedication of munic-
ipal teachers in educating stu-
dents while instilling cultural
and social values.

“Education is the top pri-
ority of the AAP government
inthe municipal corporation.
The administration is com-
mitted to ensuring that stu-
dents in municipal schools
receive the best facilities and
educa possible,” the Mayor
added.

Stating that educationisa

powerful tool for societal
progress, he said the models
created by students at the sci-
ence fair reflect theirimmense
talent and creativity. He
expressed confidence that the
students would bring laurels
to municipal schools and the
nation in the future.

On this occasion, the mayor
honoured principals and teach-
ers of municipal schools for
their outstanding contribu-
tions.

Crime Branch of the Delhi
Police claimed to have appre-
hended a youth involved in
17 murder cases, extortion,
burglary and attempt to mur-
der from Mumbra, Thane,
Mabharashtra, an official said
on Wednesday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Vikram Singh
stated that on a secret infor-
mation and technical surveil-
lance, the police got their
hands on an accused, identified
as Shahab, aresident of Narela,
Delhi, for criminal cases filed
against him in Delhi and
Haryana as he was evading
the process of law for four
years and was declared a pro-
claimed offender by the courts.

According to the officials,

they gotatip-offbyinformers
that the absconder has been
associated with Cheenu Pahal-
wan Gang, which operatesin
Delhi-NCR. He has been fre-
quently changinghislocation
to ward off arrest. Upon the
information received by the
cops, atechnical team traced
hislocation to Mumbra, Thane,
Maharashtra.

A team was immediately
sent to the spot. After con-
ducting raids meticulously
for30hours, the police nabbed
the suspect under the relevant

changing his loca-
tion to ward off
arrest, said the
police officer.

The accused of BNS, including
attempt to murder, murder
and arms acts among others.

During the course of inves-
tigation, the accused was
found to have been involved
inthe criminal activities since
the age of 18 and had been
putbehind the bars, wherein
he came in contact of Shahbaz,
an associate of Chennu
Pahlwaan Gang.

After the influence of the
gangster, hejoined them and
gotinvolved in extortion related
activities.
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CM designate meets LG,
stakes claim to form govt

NEWDELHI,

BJPleader Rekha Gupta, who
was elected leader by the
party's newly elected MLAs
on Wednesday, met Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena and staked
claim to form a government
in the national capital.

Rekha Gupta met the Lt
Governor, accompanied by
other BJP leaders and MLAs.

BJPworkers and supporters
celebrated the party'sreturn
to power in the capital. Rekha
Gupta's husband, Manish
Gupta and her supporters,
also celebrated the announce-
ment about her being the
next Chief Minister.

After her election as BJP
legislature partyleader, Rekha
Guptaexpressed her gratitude
to the party and said she will
workwith full honesty, integrity
and dedication for the welfare,
empowerment and overall
development of every citizen
of Delhi."I express my heartfelt
gratitude to the top leadership
for trusting me and entrusting
me with the responsibility of
the post of Chief Minister.
This trust and support has
given me new energy and
inspiration. I pledge that I
will work with full honesty,
integrity and dedication for

| the welfare, empowerment

Maliwal writesto AAP

chief, demands appoiment
of Dalit MLA as LoPin Delhi

a strong step for the party in
adheringtoits core principles
of social justice and equality.

Maliwal urged the AAP
chief'to fulfill its promise, and
prove that AAP does politics
of equality and justice.

She further said that the
mistake made in Punjab must
not be repeated, and asked
Kejriwal to take this historic
decision.

She expressed the hope
that this time, the AAP would
appointalegislator belonging
to the Dalit community as
the LoP in the Delhi assembly,
asareal tribute to Baba Saheb
Ambedkar.

WoOrkers, supporters celebrate
the announcement of new
Delhi at par‘ty OffiCe. subrata Dutta

and overall development of
every citizen of Delhi. I am
fully committed to thisimpor-
tant opportunity to take Delhi
tonew heights," she saidina
post on X. "I thank BJP, and
Iam grateful for the blessings
of all of you," she told media
persons.

BJP central observers Ravi
Shankar Prasad and Om
Prakash Dhankar attended
the meeting of the newly
elected MLAs. The BJP is
forming a government after
27 years in Delhi.

The BJP won 48 seats in a
historic mandate earlier this
month, ousting the Aam
Aadmi Party from power.

All arrangements have
been made for the swearing-
in function tomorrow.

Kerala CM criticises Congress for 'celebrating' BJP's victory

colonial rulers.

Further criticizing the Congress,

Vijayan stated that its flawed
political strategy helped the BJP
secure victories in Haryana and
Maharashtra.

On the issue of education

policies, Vijayan strongly opposed
the draft UGCregulations, calling
them an attempt by the Sangh
Parivar to take control of univer-
sities. “The new UGCregulations
aim at complete saffronization,
and they are trying to hand over
theadministration of universities
to the Sangh Parivar through
vice-chancellors,” he said. Vijayan
urged the academic community
to unite against the Centre’s
moves.

AAP holdsreview
meeting on Delhi
polls, will submit
reportin10days

NEWDELHI,

The AAP on Wednesday held a
reviewmeetingwith partyoffice
bearers to assess the reasons
behind their defeatin the Delhi
assemblyelections,andadetailed
report will be submitted to
party’snational convenorArvind
Kejriwal within 10 days.

The meeting was attended
by statevice presidents, including
Jitender Singh Tomar, Jarnail
Singh, Rajesh Gupta, and Kuldeep
Kumar, alongwith members of
thestate executive, district pres-
idents, districtsecretaries, assem-
blypresidents, assemblyorgan-
ization secretaries, and other
officebearers. After the meeting,
AAPDelhi State Convenor Gopal
Rai said, “A review report on
the role and responsibilities of
alldeclared officebearersin the
election will be submitted by
all assembly presidents to the
party’s state office within the
next ten days.” SNS

DelhiPolice hand over 216 stolen
phonesworth I3 croreto owners

NEWDELHI,

The Delhi Police have handed
over 216 stolen mobile phones,
valued at over Rs 3 crore, to
theirrightful owners after ver-
ification as part of Operation
Track Back during the Police
Week celebrations.

Special Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Devesh Chandra
Srivastva praised the initiative,
stating that while solving
heinous crimes remains a pri-
ority, such efforts are equally
important in bringing relief
and happiness to the common
people.

Highlighting key break-
throughs, the official mentioned
the dismantling of an inter-
national mobile theftand smug-
gling network, leading to the
recovery of over 305 stolen
mobile phones worth more
than Rs 4 crore.

Additionally, on January
10, an accused was appre-
hended in Wazirabad, from
whom the police recovered
195 high-value stolen mobile
phones, worth approximately
Rs 2 crore.

Following due verification,
216 recovered devices were
handed over to their rightful
owners, while verification of
the remaining devices is still
underway. Once confirmed,
they too will be returned to
their respective owners, he
added. The official emphasised
that Operation Track Back is
not just about recovering lost
or stolen mobile phones
but also ensuring their sys-
tematicverification and rightful
return. Citizens are encouraged
topromptlyreportlostorstolen
devices  through the
e-FIR system and maintain
proper records of their
IMEI numbers.




Incorporating irregular
mirrors in interior decor

irrors have
long been
cherished as

i @ Room dividers

i mirrors can serve
: as striking room
: dividers, adding a
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and artistic
pieces :
Larger irregular :

urd, a humble
dairy product,
has emerged as a

versatile beauty elixir,
boasting a multitude of
uses and unparalleled
advantages for both
skin and hair. Rich in
essential nutrients,
probiotics, and proteins,

and lust

Advantages of curd for hair: p s

Unleashing the Versatile Curd:

rous hair

| How to use curd for hair:
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{ areas without

while its moisturizing

Encourages Hair Growth:
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dls.t}nctlve shapes, / mirrors into your decor, consider furniture design ita val_uable addlt_lon to anti-fungal properties make  |yster: Applying or towel and leave the mask on for 30 optimal absorption.
ability to create  / the size and placement carefully. Irregular mirrors AnELITS r’outlne. it an effective remedy for curd to your hair can to 45 minutes. Rinse thoroughly with  Cover your hair
G Oversized irregular mirrors can make i can be integrated peg il e en dandruff. Regular use can enhance its natural water, and if needed, follow with a with a shower cap or
and seamless i abold statement and serve as stunning ; can be integrate conditioning abilities help soothe an ! e o oot o ponoy }I;
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create visual illusions.  to your interior | '] personal style. As of this simple yet the mask to penetrate for 30 to 60 minutes, owts ztuntcur. to o e
When strategically spaces. Placing |} these mirrors often potent ingredient. then rinse with lukewarm (;1 ct(i)nglsuen (111(111;(1 lge. nd
placed, they can produce a large irregular \ ! " boast unique designs In this article, water, followed by a - ta i 1y - 1 ; gy fi1 f
captivating effects, mirror at the < and arrangements, we will explore tllt] ST i reaminess 1(3)r %[ glqn i (3[1 .
making small rooms end of a narrow they can reflect the owner’s the numerous conditioner if cggammegst.h - ;illlr o Ot
appear more expansive hallway can make the personality and taste in an advantages of desired. o oote o s, Cortly

from roots to tips. Gently massage

or dark spaces brighter.  space feel more open artistic manner. For the bold and curd for hair i i i
To achieve this effect, and less confined. adventurous, irregular mirrors and learn ;i siga;%gggf ﬁfg lig\?élf 3?:}}11 ZI‘C};aII'
consider positioning Similarly, positioning with vivid colors and daring shapes how to use it | or towel. and fet it sit for 30 to I6)0
an irregular mirror an irregular mirror can add an exuberant touch to effectively = . minu’tes Rinse with lukewarm
opposite a window to strategically ina small  the space. For those who prefer in your | = R water u'sjn shampoo if
reflect natural light and  living room can make subtlety, delicate, irregular designs hair care ; = needéd anﬁsh wi?h a gentle
create the illusion ofan  the area appear larger ~ with gentle curves can impart an routine. ] conditidner for moistulge and

extra window.

and more inviting. air of elegance and sophistication.

Health Benefits:

! fragrance.

i Sore muscles: Consuming
i epsom salt will also help to soothe
i and relax sore muscles.

1 Sprain pain: Spraining any part
i of the body is the worst sort of pain
: that we always wish to avoid. If you

east infection
plagues a lot
i have been unlucky enough to avoid of women.

i that, the best you can do is consume Managing this [1 Oregano
i epsom salt as it helps relieve sprain condition efficiently Oregano has
pain. ) begins with been found to
i Hinflammation: Inflammation understanding treat not only :
i is one of the most deadliest form what causes yeast bacterial

infections. Today

psom salt is a combination i of pain that occurs internally and ok, 1tk i i H
E of the mineral magnesium ! the best way to treat or lessen here in this article 1%1%:?&?1221 :

and compound sulphate. i inflammation is by consuming we shall talk about infections :
Epsom salt is commonly used i epsom salt. certain foods that will as well. It
in our bathing water, as it is i HBody detoxX: Another best form help you to prevent has been
known to have several healing i of flushing out the toxins from the yeast lnfeqtlons. found to
properties when absorbed into  body is to for a detox with the helpof i ~ Lheorganism g prevent
our skin. There are several 1t i Candida albicans is

: : epsom salt. : yeast

remarkable properties of epsom i 1 Bone integrity: One of the major ; yvhat causes yeagt L A y infections
salt and this article will give you : health benefits of epsom salt is that | | Lojections. Candida ) W successfully.
an idea of the various health i in helps wit the integrity of bones albicans is present | ™ Addafew drops

usually inside the
body, but only in
small amounts. It is an

- ¥ _ﬁ_,‘ . -l
I Arteries: When it comes to
arteries, epsom salt prevents the

benefits of epsom salt. Epsom
salt is also commonly used in
spas, again due to its potent skin

i and also strengthening it.
H 1 Diahetes: Epsom salt helps
: with the insulin management and

: of oregano oil to your
:bath and relax in it. You

it i will never become a victim
its. This salt i i i i . . . : rtunistic f i (Wl never Do :
Ezl‘lleefégs‘} ;1;151) Zzlillé fl;é{g;\:}rlleto hardemtng.of art%rl?[s. This helps X : thus helps in reducing the risk of SVI;‘EC(;h lsvrililsclgu:e?agus TIEI f_Papayq . 2] Corainder {of yeast infections. H
] . : in countering and stopping severa  diabetes. east infection if it e first one is Coriander in the form of H Virgin coconut oil
skin and is popular in the beauty problems that might occur if the artery Rel y papaya. Researchers leaves. seeds or oil has been
industry. Epsom saltisusedas  gets hardened. len;iorf axes is allowed to grow have found that found to prevent yeast infections, |, _Virgin coconut oil
an exfoliator and helps in getting 1 Prevents blood clots: Another of the . unrestricted. This papaya can prevent Coriander is rich in fibre and :has been found to prevent
rid of the dead skin cells from fop most health benefits of epsom salt is ; and SIress: unrestricted growth = yeqst infections. Since  is a good source of manganese : yeast infections. Go for
the body. Exfoliation helps in that it prevents the formation of blood { Another one happens when there is it contains loads of magnesium, iron and copper All :virgin coconut oil instead
letting the healthy new skin cells  clots. The magnesium content in epsom | O the major 2 mmediit i 1 e vitamin C, itisvery these ingredients have been found ~:°f refined coconut oil as
to breathe freely and not clog salt is what makes it the most sought ; health benefits e Lpu good in warding off to treat yeast infection ; virgin coconut oil has
the pores. The health benefits after product. i of ‘?}I:St(:)?; siellt of t{lg b(%dy(.the}fetare infections. Papaya E Chees e' E}?en f(z}lnq (ico ctonta.in all1 :
of epsom salt are abundant and = . . P }S a 1 elps certain 1oods tha seeds and leaves . :the an IOX} ants, minerals :
5o et Ty Bl e T S i i Joint pain: If your question is ‘ does { in making can prevent yeast also ward off yoast Here is good news for people {and vitamins that are

who like to eat cheese. Cheese
has been found to prevent yeast
infections. Hence snack on any
kind of cheese and stay free from
yeast infections.

epsom salt help relieve joint pain’, then
the answer is yes. Most of the people out
there are affected by joint pain and the
bets they cam do is to include epsom salt
in their diet.

infections. Eat these

"1l on a regular basis and
avoid yeast infections
in future.

i us calmer by
i relaxing our
i tension and
i stress.

:lost when coconut oil is :
irefined. Have a tablespoon :
:of it daily or you can cook
iyour food in it.

alone but for the entire body.
Continue reading this article to
know about the different health
benefits of epsom salt.

infections. So, make
sure to include these
in your diet to prevent
yeast infections.

How to make cold-infused
neem oil at home :
: o Fill half of a clean jar :
: with neem seeds or leaves

eem, also known as Indian _IRelieves pain Method of use: i and pour coconut oil over
lilac, has been used in I N Hydrates the Neem oil is analgesic in nature, Always mix neem oil : the top to fill the remaining :
Ayurvedic, Homeopathic, v skin ~ Which means it is a natural pain with equal parts of a carrier  : half of the jar. ‘

and Unani medicines since

ancient times. Scientifically called
Azadirachta indica, neem is loaded
with medicinal properties and all
parts of the neem tree including
leaves, flowers, fruits, bark, seeds
and roots are used for the treatment

“. killer. When applied on the dry
“ skin, it relieves pain caused
“ by swelling, itching and
* cracked skin. According to a
: study, neem oil can provide
: significant pain relief after 3-4

4 The essential fatty acids
< (palmitic, stearic, oleic and
¢ linoleic acids) and vitamin E in
/ neem oil keep the skin moisturised and
: hydrated in eczema-prone areas. The
: oil penetrates deep into the skin layers

oil like coconut, grapeseed
or jojoba oil.

e Take a cotton ball and
soak it into the oil. Lightly
dab the affected area with it.

e Leave it on overnight

: o Stir the mixture :
i gently with a spoon to coat :
: the leaves and seeds with
i oil.

: e Place a wax paper

: on top of the jar and then

‘ { : : : - and aid in healing small cracks caused days of application. ) before washing it off. i cover it with a lid.
of various diseases. This article will . : by severe dryness. The fatty acidsand ;| WHas antihistamine properties o Use it daily for best : e Storeitina cool, dark :
explain the benefits of neem oil for " vitamin E are easily absorbed into the Environmental factors like results. : place for up to 6 weeks. :
SEAEEL % skin without leaving the skin oily. ~  Pollen, allergens, irritants and o If eczema is spread :

: o After 6 weeks, strain

i the leaves and seeds from ~:
: the oil using a cheesecloth. :
i ePourtheoil in :

< hot and cold temperatures can
.~ trigger the onset of eczema. Neem
" oil is known to have antihistamine

"-._ Once absorbed, they lock in the
~._skin moisture, soothe cracked
dry and irritated skinand .~

throughout the body, you
can add a few drops of neem
oil to your bath water.

Neem oil is the oil extracted from ‘
the neem seeds. The oil is used in a f

.

y i properties which stop the allergic : .
variety of beauty products like hair = - "-~..I,)f_0teCt the skin. ' reactions in the body. - another clean jar and use
products, cosmetics, skin creams and Benefits ofneemoilforeczema [ It . .
body lotions. Neem oil has a bitter Eczema is a common I Has antibacterial properties N Reduces inflammation How to use neem oil for eczema . Risks and side effects of
taste and a harsh odour, but it’'s high ~ skin condition that causes Staphylococcus aureus (staph) Neem oil contains Always purchase organic, 100% r > : using neem oil for eczema
in fatty acids, antioxidants, vitamin inflamed, red, itchy, scaly  is the most common bacteria that anti-inflammatory pure cold-pressed neem oil. Pure il : Check with your
E, triglycerides, limonoids, and and dry skin. Geneticand  cause eczema and neem oil extract compounds known as neem oil will be yellowish in ( i doctor before applying

environmental factors are
believed to cause eczema.
Eczema can make a person
uncomfortable as the
itchiness is unbearable
and doing so will make
the condition worse. Let’s
discuss why neem oil is
beneficial in the treatment
of eczema.

calcium.

All these nutrients help
in protecting the skin from
environmental damage and fight
free radical damage in the skin.
As aresult, cold-pressed neem oil
is widely used to treat eczema and
other skin ailments such as dry skin,
wrinkles, acne, warts and moles,
psoriasis, etc.

is very useful in treating this
bacterial skin infection because it
possesses antibacterial and antiseptic
properties. A lot of eczema sufferers
are prone to other skin infections as
well due to the cracked and dull skin.
Applying neem oil will help restore
skin health and act as a protective
barrier in preventing further skin
infection.

neem oil as it may have
unknown interactions

@ & and side effects. Also,
based on the person’s
age, health and

other conditions, the :
i appropriate dosage of neem :
: 0il is required. :

nimbin and nimbidin
that help in reducing
swelling and redness.
Quercetin, a compound
present in neem leaf
oil, also supports

the body in treating
inflammation which is
a common symptom of
eczema.

colour and has mustard, garlic or &\

sulfur-like odour. Before applying N
neem oil on the affected dry skin, hS,
do a patch test on your arm. Within ¥
24 hours if you don’t have any kind
of side effects such as redness or
swelling, then it’s safe to use it
on eczema infected skin.
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Shubman Gill becomes No 1 0DI hatsman

FTI m DUBAI

ndia vice-captain Shabman Gill
I on Wednesday dethroned Babar

Azam of Pakistan

the recent home series.,

The 1CC isswed the latest rankings
just ahead of the start of the eight-
team Champions Trophy (CT) in
Karachi with the match between

Pakistan and New Zealand.

“India right-hander Shubman Gill
overtakes former Pakistan captain
the to
rinked ODT batter in the world,

Babar Azam to become

the ICC said,

Gill, who scored two fiftles and a
century in the recent three-match
O serles against England at
home which India won 3-0, jumped
one place to the Mo, 1 spot. He now
has 796 rating points compared 1o

Babar's 773,

India skipper Rohit Sharma is
laced at the third spot with 761
ﬁolnts followed by South Africa’

and  New
Zealand's Daryl Mitchell at fourth

enrich  Klaasen

and fifth respectively.

“It's a major shake-up at the top of
the rankinﬁ just prior to the start

ampiens Trophy and
leaves an interesting sub-plot to
what will transpire over the coming

of the C

from the
Number one spot in the [CC QD]
Rankings for batters on the back of
his strong show against England in

weeks  during
tournament in

Dubai” the ICC said.

the eight-team
Pakistan

“Thie iz the second time Gill has
held the Nol ranking in O[]
cricket, with the India batter having
also gone past Babar to claim top

and

spot midway through the [CC
Men's Cricket World Cup [n 2023, of
“t3ill has been in excellent form of
late, with his century against

the

catapult the 25-vear-old to the top
rankings,”

governing body added,
5ri Lanka®s Maheesh Theekshana,

ak

the

caplain Rashid Khan,
“While Sri Lanka won't be featuring
the Champions
Theekshana earned the top spot
following his exploits against the
Aunssies that included an excellent
four-wicket haul in the opening
match ot that series in Colombo,’
the ICC said,
51l Lanka had recently handed a 2-
i whitewash to Australia with
Theekshana taking four wickets.
The i Lankan spinner has 680
rating points, followed by Rashid at
second, Namibias Bernard Scholtz
at third, India% Kuldeep Yadav at
fourth and Pakistan’s Shaheen Shah
Afridi at fifth,
“Meanwhile, Afghan spin wizard
Raghid drops to second and will be
keen to regain the No.l spot as he
trails his 5ri Lankan counter
just 11 rating points,” the [CC said.
While & tric of spinners in India’s
squad Kuldeep Yadav {up one place
to fourth), South Africas Keshav
Maharaj (re-entere the rankings in
sixth) and New Fealands Mitchell
Santner (op four rangs to seventh)
are all inside the top 10 after
making ground this week?”
glabal At'%hanislan vateran Mohammad
Mabi remains the top ranked all-
rounder in ODIs, followed by

Trophy,

rt by

England in Ahmedabad during the meanwhile, has taken the first Sikandar  HRaza,  Azmatullah
third ODI of the recently position in the QDM rankings for  Omaczai, Mehidy Hasan Miraz and
concloded  series  enough o bowlers as he replaced Afghanistan  Rashid.

Raducanu loses o Muchova

in Dubai Championships

FTI W DUBAI

mma Radecanu last to

Faroding Muchova after an
ermnotional first set in which a
g-eclatut was ejected at the

ubai Championships,

The 2021 U5 Open champlon
appeared to be in tears as she
went to the umpires chair
after  the second game
Tuesday and her second-
round match was  briefly
paused on Court 2,
After speaking to the umpire,
who  immediately called
tournament organizers,
Raducanu stood in a small
space between the officials
chair and courtside screening
before Muchova moved over
to consale her.
Raducanu then picked up a
towel, wiped her face, nodded
and continued the match,
The British player rallied
from 4-0 down to force a
tiebreaker but eventually lost
7-6(6], &-4 to Muchowva,
Organigers of the women'
tour issued a statement later
gaving  Raducanm  was
approgched in & public space
Monday “by a man who
exhibited fixated behavior”
and “this same individual was
identified in the first few rows
during Emmas match on
Tuesday.. And subsequently
ejected.”
“He will be banned from all
WTA events pending a threal
assesement,
The WTA said it was working
with Raducanu and her tzam
“to ensure her well-being and
provide  any  necessary

support”

A man who stalked Raducanu
while she was still a teanager
was sentenced to an 18-
month community service
order and given a five-year
restraining  order  after
appearing in a British court in
0212,

Amrit Magar, a former
delivery driver from London,
went to Radecanu’s home on
three separate dates, lodtered
outside, left unwanted gifts
and cards, and stole property.
Radecanu rose to fame in
2021 by winning the US Open
a3 a qualifier, one of the the
most unlikely achievements
in tennis. She hasn't been past
the third round at a major
since then and has spent long
stints  recovering  from
injuries.
The 14th-seeded Muchova
advanced to a meeting against
No. 53-ranked McCartney
Fessler, who upset 2023 U5,
Open champion Coco Gauff
fi=d, T4,
Third-ranked Gauff hadn't
fallen to an opponent ranked
outside the top 50 since a loss
to Sofia Kenin (128th) at
Wimbledon in 2023,

Earlier, second-seeded Iga
Swiatek bt WVictoria
Azarenka 60, 6-2 and will
next tace Drayana Yastremska
for a spol  int  the
%uanerfinali_

op-seeded Aryna Sabalenka
eliminated Veronia
Kodermetova 6-3, &4, and
defending champion Jasmine
Paolini defeated Eva Lys 6-2,
75,

Ranji Trophy semifinal: Vidarbha
lead by 260 runs against Mumbai

PTI W NAGPUR

ash Rathod and Akshay

Wadkar  shared an
unbroken 91-run
partnership  as  Vidarbha
recovered  from a  mini
collapse to lead by 260 runs
against Mumbai at itumﬁs on
day three of their Ranji
Trophy semifinal here on
Wednesday,
After ".-"i{}|:1rl'~ha dismissed
Mumbai for 270 to take a
first-innings lead of 113
runs, the hosts found
themselves in trowble after
being reduced to 56 for four,
thanks fo Shams Mulani's
(2507 two-wicket burst,
Howewer, Rathod {59) and
Wadkar (31) steadied the
ghip, guiding Vidarbha to
147 for four in 53 overs.
At stumps, the duo, who
train at the same acaderny in
Magpur, remained at the
crease, but with Muland and
the spinners making the ball
talk, YWidarbha are aware that
the job is far from over, with

Y

two full days of play
remaining.

With & 113-run first inmings
lead in hand, the hosts had a
solid — foundation,  but
Mumbai all-rounder Shardul
Thakur (1714} gave them a
glimmer of hope with an
early breakthrough in the
second over.

Thakur, who is sef to join
Essex  for the County
Championship,  removed
Atharva Taide for a dueck,
trapping him in front with an
inswinger.

Dranish Malewar (29), who

scored a vital 79 in the first
innings, looked in good
teuch, hitting five
boundaries before Mulani
dismissed him off his own
bowling with a sharp caught-
and-bowl  effort,  leaving
Vidarbha at 40 for two,
Earun  Mair (&), In
scintillating  form, joined
opener Dhruv Shorey (13] at
the crease, but Tanush Kotian
(1/33} made an impact,
dismissing Shorey LEW after
he missed a classic off-break
dalivery.

Much was expecied of Nair,

but he too fell, sent back by
Mulani, a5 Vidarbha slumped
to 5& for four Mair was
rapped on the pads while
trving te  defend and
although he challenged the
on-field umpire’s decision, he
lost the appeal. Wadkar and
Rathod then regrouped,
building a steady partnership
to bring ¥idarbha back on
track.

Earlier, Akash  Anand
completed his second first-
class century and shared a
69-run stand with Tanush
Kotian (33} to lead Mambai's
recovery after they ended the
second day at 188 for seven.
Anand, whoe resumed his
innings on 67, played a gritty
knock, facing 256 balls and
hitting 11  fours. His
Eurtnemhip with Kotian took
fumbai close to the 250-
mark before left-arm spinner
Parth Rekhade broke the
stand, removing Kotan with
a delivery that drifted in
from around the stumps to
bowl him out.

KIWIS DOMINATE PAK
WITH 60-RUN WIN

PTI W KARACHI

Il Young and Tom
WLatham struck fne
hundreds as  Mew

Fealand  maintained  thelr
recent dominance over hosts
Pakistan with an emphatic #0-
run win in the Champions
Trophy opener here  on
Wadnesday.

Young compiled an important
innings of 107 off 113 balls,
whilke  Latham  remained
unbeaten on 118 off 104 balls to
steer the Elack Caps to 320 for
five after Pakistan put them in
to bat.

Glenn Phallips’ 3%-ball 61 also
went & long way in
the Kiwis getting past
the 300-run mark as
Mew Zealand
overcame a  shaky
siart.

Young fast bowler Maseem
Shah got the prized wicket of
Kanz Williamson who was
caught behind for & single digit
score for the first fime in his last
3500 autings.
Making a comeback to the feam
after an injury that had bept
hirm out of the recently-held fri-
series, Haris Rauf had Daryl
Mitchell mistiming a pull shot
T lesave the visitors in frouble
er Dhevon Comway was the
first wicket o fall on a pitch
which clearly had some grip in
it for the spinners, & Abrar
Ahmed, brought in the ighth
over, used a carom ball to beat
the southgs.
With three wickets
goe with ot
many rums on the
board, Young, wha
was playing only
because of an

The Pakistan top- injury to Rachin
order  comprising Ravindra, steadied
50),  Mohammed [ Pty vik

i oham = partnership  wi
Rizwan {3 aff 14) and / ‘ Latham as they put
Sand Shakeel (6 off o 118 runs for the
1%} were o tad too CHAMPIDNS TROPHY fourth wicket.

corgervative in their -.Epm:h:h.
That ultimately cost the home
team as it emded with 260 all out
in 472 overs,
Fakhar Zaman (24 off 41)
bamed at number four after
being off the ficld for a major
part of the Mew Zealand
innings due to an injury scare,
[t was New Zealands third win
over Pakistan in less than two
werks, the Kiwis having beaten
the Rizwan-led side twice in the
preceding tri-series,
The sale positive for defendin
chamgions Pakistan ahead
their clash against India was the
performance of the Jower-order
with Khushil Shah smashing
60 ott 49 balls. Salman Agha
akso showeed plenty of intent in
his 42 off 28 balls but that
urgency was missing in the
approach of the top-order,
Mew Fealand pacers as well as
spinners bowled with accuracy,
not allowing the opposition
batters fo et away, efforts
of pacer Willam O'Rourke
{347 and Mitchell Santer
{3/86) stood out with the ball,
Earlier, Young struck 12 fours
and a six, whilke Latham batted
through the innings to strike 10
boundaries anid three
maximums as New Zealand
q‘ustad a challenging tofal.
oung played anchor after
Pakistan elected to fleld first
and had New Zealand reeling at
40 for two and then 73 faor three
in the 17th over,

Pakistan, depending on one
specialist spinner, three pace
bowlers, and two part-time
spinners in Khashdil and Agha,
just didnt have the penetraticn
o break the parinership,

After Young fell while looking
to open up after sweeping his
way to his fourth one-day
hurdred, Latham and Phillips
went after the Pakistan bowling
in the fnal 10 overs,

Latham, who scored hig ei?hth
CDI hundred, and Phi Iig:
walloped Abrar and Haris

32 nuns in the 44th and 45th
overs. [n the 47th over, Shaheen
Shah Afridi was smashed for 18
TUIE,

Phillips, who fell in the final
over to Haris while trying a
reverse scoop shot, did the
maximum damage with four
sixes and three fours.

Rauf was the most expensive
bowler, conceding 82 runs in
his 10 overs for two wickets.
Before start of play, President
Asif Zardarl opened the
tournament and WS
introduced to both teams by
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCE)
chairman Mohsin Magvi and
[ officials.

The crowd turnout & the stast
of the match was not as high as
anbicipated but a8 the weather
improved, the stadium was
getting packed with spectators
eager I watch a mwjor 10C
event in the country for the first
tirie since 1996,

Djokovic loses to
Berrettini in Doha

FTI m DOHA

Nwak Dyokowic was updel
by Mlatteo Berrettini 7-6
(4], &-2 on Toesday at the
Oatar Open in the Serbs first
match since exiting the
Australian Open  with 2
hamstring injury.

The 37-vear-old Dyokewic,
ranked No. 7, lost to the
Italian for the first tme in
five career matches and will
have to wall to join [imomy
Connors (109 and Roger
Federer (103) as the only
players in the ATF Tours
100-win club,

The I4-time Grand Slam
champion  reached  the

Australian Open semifinals
but retired from the last-four
march against  Alexander
Zverey ause  of &
hamstring injury.

[okovic said he didn't have
“any pain or discomfort”

"l was outplayed by just a
better player today” he said,
1 wasn't at my desired level,
and it could be that I'm still
not maving the way [ want to
move, but -, | played without
pain, so there (s no excuse (n
that”

Berrettini won for the 10th
time {n his career against a
top-10 player and will face
Tallon Griekspoor in the
second round.

Always liked Champions Trophy as tournament: Virat

FTI W DUBAI)

ndian superstar  Wirat
Kohli has always liked the
format  of  Champions
Trophy {CT) as it demands
the eight participating teams
te be at their best from the
%:!t go. The Champions
rophy is taking place for
the Hrst time since 2007
when [ndia lost the final to
Pakistan,
India open their campaign
against Bangladesh here on
Thursday.
"The tm;rnament i
happening atter a long Hme.
| ﬂ?we aglwa}-s Iikeﬁ this
tournament. [t represents
conslstency as you have to
be in the top 8 of the
rankings {to qualify). The
level of compelition s

e

elways good,” Kohli told Sear

Sprorts,

ﬁl[. who has played three
editicns of the 50-over event
in 200%, 2013 (when India
won) and 2017, likened the
tournament to the fast-

Par:ed T20 World Cup.

In ODI format, it creates
the pressure of a T20 World
Cup. There also you have
three or four games in the
league stage. It you don't
start well, you are under

pressure, The pressure is
from the first {ame itself and
that is why [ like it, you have
to be at vour best from game
one; sad the former [ndia
captain. India will play their
remaining  league  games
against Pakistan on
Febroary 23 and New
Zealand on March 2, While
the tournament host s
Pakistan, India will be
playing all the pames in
Dlubai as part of the event's
hybrid model.

Kohli will be eiming for a
bagfel of rems in the
tournament after a tough
Test towr of Australia. He
was back amongst the runs
in the pra:eding O serles
against England, scoring a
half-century in the final
game in Ahmedabad.

Bangladesh can beat any team in Champions Trophy:

FTI E DUBAI

eading  into  their

Champicns Trophy (CT)
opener st tormidable
neighbours India, Bangladesh
skipper Najmul Hossain Shanto
was filled with optimism. He
was particularly emboldened by
the rise ot pace sensation Nahid
Rana, who has added a new
dimension to their bowling
artack,
The 22-year-old Rana holds the
recard tor the fastest ball
(152kph] bowled by a
Bangladesh  cricketer, hits
150kph  on  occasion, and
averages 145kph for most of his

spells,
Besides the presence of Rana
and rienced pace colle

like Taskin Ahmed, the team
also has few usefl all-rounders
and spinness, and some good

batters, "Obwvicudy, all-roenders
ahways balance the team and we
have pot some good all-
rounders. [ hope they will
pertorm tomorrow, Shanto said
in  the pre-match press
conference here on Wednesday,
“IF vour ook in this format, our
team s quite balanced and we
believe we can beat any team in
this tournament. All teams are
capable of winning this trophy
bt [ am someone who is nol
thinking about the opponents
much. If we execute our plan
properly we can beat any team
in anvy deng’ Shanto said.
After years of stroggls,
Bangladesh are now in a
ition to boast @ good e
owling artack.iu:h%lhmto.
“Yes, obviowshe [ think we
afways struggle with o seam
attack, but last couple of years
we have gof some guakity fas

bowlers, Now we have g
Mahid Rana, Teskin the way
they are bowling. I think it helps
a lot,
“As a caplain, we love to see
thern bowling fast, So, Tm really
happy that we have pot a good
fast bowling unit and wnder
lights the baﬁnightswing.ﬁu. if
they bowl In the good areas, it
will help coer ferm,
Rana has done well in his
nascent career, having taken 20
wickets in six Tests and four
scalps in three 07,
Bangladesh are in a group in
which the spotlight is on
traditional rivals India and
Pakistan, and Shanto was asked
if this is a Frvourabde position (o
be in before a big tournament,
"Yeah, obvioushy: [ think if vou
Lokt all edgghit beams - they ane
uality teame. And against
?ndia, Pakistan, New Zealand,

we have good memorcies, We
won 2 couple of matches in
recent fimes

“Last vear. when we played
India in Bangladesh, we have
some good memories from
them, But that is pest, I think if
we play well tomorrow and

execite our plan, we will have a
oo match tomorrow;” he said
Shanto refused to read much
into the absence of Indiak pace
arhead Jaspeit Bumrzh and
angladeshs star all-rounder
Shakik al Hasan.
The conditions in the UAE are

farniliar to both the fearns but
for Bangladesh to have any
chance against India, Shanto
knows that they will hawe to
have one of the best days in all
depariments.
"We have to play well in all
deparimerits - batting, bowling,
Eicﬁl'ng - becauss ?Epﬂ':ink tI'E:
way we played the last fewr years
in this format, T think we have a
side and as you rnentioned
the conditions are quite similar,
I'mi really confident that we will
re ourselves well.”
en asked about Rana,
Shanto eald he was looking to
leading the pace attack on
Thursday and that his
emerpence has motivated the
whole bowling unit.
“l think last few matches he
bowled really well and bowled
tagt. And when we see in the
groamd bowling like this, it

helps our whole bowling undt,
And its motivated us,
“He needs to be fit and he can
continue his bowling form, We
have got ancther two-three fast
bowlers 28 well” he said,
After their opener in Dubai,
Bangladesh will be playing their
last two group pames in
Pakistan, and the conditions
there are paing to be different,
“Yas, hege 1 think we need to
adpast, becase i you kook af this
wicket, probably its not that
high scoring it yoo compare 1o
Pﬂ.ﬂan. S, we have to adjust,
“Recantly we played against
Pakistan im & Test match in
Rawalpindi. We have that
exparience how the wickst will
ave, But as a cricketer, [
think we all understand when
we reed fo adiust and how to
play the game. 1 domt think it
will b difficuls”

Talks around Fast-bowling unit
With Rana linking up with the
likes of Taskin, a kot of

have started talking about
Bangladeshs fast  bowlin
department, and Shanto saig
factors such as switching to
[uke balls and arcival of experts
from overseas have contributed
to the improvement in the
coupnlry’s pace tack.

“1 think the i tant thing is
the wicket and the ball has been
changed in first class cricket, We
Fla].' with the Duke ball, 50 the
ast bowlers wanted to bowl a lot
of overs and we get a lite bit
charged,

“And obvicushy there & a lot of
local coaches and obviously
overseas coaches there, so they
helped and they motivated the
fast bowlers, how they can
compete in the internaticnal
areras




