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Air turbulence

In the realm of air travel, few situa-
tions are as frustrating as flight cancel-
lations. The anticipation of reaching a
destination is replaced by uncertainty
and inconvenience. Such was the case
recently when Air India Express, the
low-cost subsidiary of Air India, found
itself in a crisis, leading to a wave of
flight cancellations. The flag carrier of
India has long been grappling with fi-
nancial woes and operational chal-
lenges. Despite various restructuring
efforts, the airline has struggled to stay
afloat in a fiercely competitive industry.
The latest crisis began when over 300
senior cabin crew members of Express
flights reported sick at the last minute,
resulting in the cancellation of more
than 90 flights since Tuesday night,
leaving airports in disarray and passen-
gers seething with frustration. Of course,
Air India has now lent a helping hand to
its subsidiary, deciding to operate 20
flights against 74 Express cancellations
on Thursday, and sacking 30 crew mem-
bers over “sick leave”. The root cause
of this crisis stems from longstanding
grievances articulated by Air India Ex-
press Employees Union (AIXEU). They
have voiced concerns about unfair treat-
ment, citing instances where internal job
postings were filled with external can-
didates, bypassing qualified internal
staff. The owners, on their part, do not
recognise AIXEU. The Regional Labour
Commissioner in New Delhi has also
criticised the management for alleged
violations of labour laws, highlighting
a lack of responsible decision-making.
Adding to the turbulence is Air India’s
ongoing financial struggles and opera-
tional challenges. Air India Express,
despite its parent company’s losses, re-
mained profitable. In 2021, it was sold
to the Tata Group, which merged it with
AirAsia India. It aimed to capture the
budget aviation market with a focus on
non-trunk routes and ancillary services.
It is the only profitable airline with the
Tatas. In 2023, the airline made a profit
of Rs 116.84 crore, while the other air-
lines in the Tata Group’s aviation stable
— AirAsia India, Vistara and Air India
— incurred a combined loss of Rs
15,530 crores. The fallout from these
cancellations has been significant, with
passengers expressing their frustration
on social media platforms. Long queues,
missed connections and inadequate com-
munication have characterised the
scenes at airports. In response, Air In-
dia Express has issued apologies and
promises of improved services, but the
damage to passenger trust has been
done. The Indian aviation sector has
huge potential but the issues of misman-
agement are galore. The Govt must
proactively ensure that the fliers are not
taken for a ride and the airlines also do
not incur losses. Besides, the pandemic
years were very traumatic for the indus-
try and it is slowly recovering. The Govt
must resolve the crisis before it snow-
balls into a crisis and takes down the
whole sector. Looking ahead, the fate of
Air India and its subsidiaries remains un-
certain. Only time will tell whether Air
India Express and its counterparts can
rise above the chaos and emerge with
flying colours.

Dear  Vazir-e-
Azam Shehbaz Sharif
Sahab, I have taken the
privilege of writing to
the Prime Minister of
our neighbouring
country, which, till 76
years ago, was part of
us, but separated in ac-
rimonious circum-
stances. I’'m sure that
you’re aware, as a lot
of in India are, that this
separation and the af-
termath it gave rise to
continues to not only
cast its shadow over
the subcontinent but
also torment relations
between various com-
munities. This open
letter to you is a
humble attempt, not to
hark back to the events
of those decades and
apportion blame, but
to address the conten-
tiousness of modern-
day issues that con-
tinue to trail in their
wake.Whenever the
issue of Ayodhya, the
Gyan Vapi temple
(Varanasi) or the
Krishna Janmabhoomi
(Mathura) comes up,
my mind travels to
Lahore and the
Gurudwara Shaheed
Gunj at the Naulakha
Bazar locality of your
splendid city. The
ownership of the place
was disputed by the
local Muslims who
claimed that the place
had originally been a
mosque. It had been
converted into a
gurudwara by the lo-
cal Sikhs during the

reign of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh. When
opportune in the 19th
century, the people of
the city, led by some
Muslim Leaguers,
went to court over this.
They did not win their
case for the re-conver-

I

sion of the gurudwara
into a mosque.Legal
counsel argued that an
appeal could be filed if
necessary, right up to
the Privy Council.
However, the then pre-
mier of Punjab Sir
Sikandar Hayat Khan
advised against any
further action as it
might open a
Pandora’s Box across
the subcontinent,
which was then undi-
vided. Sikandar Hayat
also advised against
any further litigation.
Any use of the argu-
ment of adverse pos-

session might cause
the return of many of
the temples that had
come into Muslim pos-
session. What was
then perhaps over-
looked was that a
Hindu temple is a resi-
dence of the divine

e
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and not merely a
prayer hall. The
pratimas (icons) are the
first step in the quest
f 0 r
spirituality.Ultimately,
spirituality can be ac-
tive by having a
darshan of the avatar
of the divine. In
Sikhism, they do not
have an icon nor the
scope of spirituality in
the same way as in a
Hindu temple. Prophet
Moses, the founding
prophet of Judaism,
the first of the three
Semitic religions-also
called Religions of the

d""..

Book-known in Islam
as Hazrat Moosa, had
expressly forbidden
any idol worship by
the second of his Ten
Commandments;
“Thee shall not make
any gravel image of
thy lord the god”. Your

-

faith has rigidly ad-
hered to this particular
Commandment.However,
it does pain me no end
to state that you have
carried this adherence
way too far. In your
country, over 75
temples have been
desecrated or pulled
down after indepen-
dence in 1947, a sor-
did trend that is con-
tinuing. From my Urdu
teacher who was a
scholar, I have learnt
that it is your bounden
duty as a momin (be-
liever) to desecrate
buts (idols) installed
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by kafirs (infidels).
But for the sake of
friendly relations be-
tween us two
neighbours, your
people should desist
from such desecra-
tions. I am saying this
after accepting the fact
that Islam detests
parasti (idol worship)
and insists on majahab
parasti (adherence to
the faith) alone. But
we live in a world
where adherents of
other religions too
have equal rights to
profess and practice
their faith, without
hurting others. I ap-
peal to you to care for
our sentiments and not
target the temples and
idols that still survive.
Political leaders of
your generation might
still find comfort in the
notion that Indians are
a peaceful, and also
dormant, lot and there-
fore won’t react much.
That might indeed
have been the case till
a couple of decades
ago but is no longer so.
India and Indians are
changing. Real
change in  our
civilizational journey
was heralded in De-
cember 1992, of
which I was fortunate
to be a humble part.In
India, we have begun
a movement to re-
store the temples that
were casualties of the
medieval age. I shall
shortly be writing to
Madam Sheikh

Hasina, Prime Minis-
ter of our eastern
neighbouring coun-
try. Dozens of
temples continue to
be desecrated in her
country every year.
You would agree that
good neighbours do
not hurt each other.
Kindly, remember
that there are thou-
sands upon thousands
of mosques built
upon the ruins of an-
cient temples. So far,
we have preferred to
approach the courts of
law and minimize uni-
lateral action. I appeal
to you to also eschew
violence. In Kashmir
too, over 130 temples
were attacked and
desecrated even as
India continued to
hold control over the
state’s territory. I am
aware that Pakistan
took great umbrage
when we abrogated
Article 370, but is it
any wonder that we
had to do so? We tol-
erated terrorist vio-
lence for many years,
but when we could
tolerate it no longer,
we went to Parlia-
ment to do away with
Article 370. But you
would certainly appre-
ciate that we did not
resort to violence even
on this issue. Our Mus-
lim compatriots are co-
operating to a moder-
ate degree, even in the
state of Kashmir. This
is a trend which we
hope continues.

Economic progress in India: A reality check

India has come a
long way since 2014
in the matter of vari-
ous indices and pa-
rameters of economic
development. Con-

sider this. India has
increased her per
capita income
through this decade
from USD 1560 to
USD 2500, a 60 per
cent increase. It has
purportedly lifted
400 million persons
out of poverty during
the decade. Its for-
eign exchange kitty
has increased from
USD 322 billion to
USD 640 billion dur-

ing the same period.
These are impressive
figures. Large figures
are always impres-
sive, but they need to
be checked, com-

pared and corrobo-
rated to be
sanctified.Consider
this now. The per
capita income of In-
dia increased from
USD 600 to USD
1560 for the period
from 2004 to 2014
which is a bigger in-
crease of 160 percent.
Its foreign exchange
reserves increased
from USD 107 billion
to USD 322 billion

between 2004 and
2014. Whereas the
surge from 2004 to
2014 was 200 per
cent, it was only 100
per cent in the next

decade.The above
comparative figures
talk aloud about
India’s poor eco-
nomic development
in the last decade.
This is not an overall
performance report
on the current NDA
government. This
government  has
many unprecedented
achievements to its
credit. But on the eco-
nomic front, it

doesn’t seem to have
delivered. Why has
the NDA not been
able to deliver on the
economic  front?
There are several

: 1
reasons.Neglect of
MSMESs: The micro,
small and medium
enterprises sector in
the country did not
receive the attention
due to it. This sector
1s the main source of
employment genera-
tion. Imports from
China continued to
swell and many
manufacturers closed
down their factories
to become traders

and distributors. Poor
implementation of
the Make in India
programme: The
Make in India was a
well-conceived am-
bitious programme
to boost indigenous
manufacturing. The
scheme had its points
of deficiency but re-
grettably, the major
driving points of the
grandiose scheme re-
mained largely on
paper and were never
implemented prop-
erly. The result---
share of manufactur-
ing in the economy
continues to stagnate
at 14 percent. Ab-
sence of bureaucratic
reforms: Our obso-
lete, corruption-rid-
den colonial bureau-
cratic system had
never delivered ear-
lier and cried for re-
forms. But the re-
forms did not come.
The result was a fail-
ure of key develop-
mental programmes
like the 100 Smart
Cities Programme.
The government did a
remarkable job of es-
tablishing GST and

promulgating the
IBC. This enabled a
clean-up of banks
and a sharp decline in
their NPAs. However,
the failure of the gov-
ernment to increase
the ease of doing
business by cutting
down on bureaucratic
red tape is a big rea-
son behind the con-
tinuing lack of a suit-
able ecosphere for
business and big
investment.Failure to
implement Agricul-
tural Reforms:The
government did well
to blueprint reforms
in the agricultural
sector-those related
to MSP and procure-
ment of agricultural
produce. But the gov-
ernment failed to
implement the same
by capitulating in
front of fake protest-
ers masquerading as
farmers.Neglect of
PSUs: The govern-
ment paid very little
attention to the state
and central PSUs
which account for 15
per cent of the total
economic activities in
the country.
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How to decorate your

budget home

ecorating your
D home to perfection

is definitely no
easy task. There are a lot
of things that need to be
taken into consideration.
More than anything else,
to formulate a proper
budget and stick to it is
paramount to achieving
the best results out
of the decisions you

our body in itself is not

disheartening, another
dreaded reality that gets
us down every single time

If rolls of fat hanging off
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Natural masks to remove

H Carrot oil +Tangerine

i i ’s right; Yet another natural
iig ?"lrlgel ltylzé’fi}rlgfsa{ fl}slt i Seaweed yet effective way to get
beneath our skin surface _ Probably the most rid of cellulites. Powerful
giving it a dimpled ' tried and tested DIY antioxidants and natural
lumpy look, more like mask for cellulites that ® acids present in this

a pinched skin. Every
girl’s nightmare, isn’t

it? And believe it or not,
85% of women suffer from
the condition; it is that
common. And its main
target area is usually,
butt, thighs and stomach.
Fortunately, there are
natural ways to get rid of

works every time! The
natural detoxifying
and anti-inflammatory
compound of seaweed
works to exfoliate
skin, boost blood
flow and flush out
toxins, which in
turn smoothen out
cellulites.

Ingredients: 3

mask directly attack the
fat deposits, overtime,
dissolving them!

Ingredients: 20 drops of
tangerine oil, 50 ml carrot
oil, 1 tablespoon of ginger
juice.

How to make: Mix the
ingredients together.
Massage the solution onto

: f cellulites! the cellulite; rub until the
make. In this article, However, before we tablespoons of seaweed —— g skin turns warm and red.
Wwe give you some get down to finding how grounded, 1/4th cup of Rinse it clean. Avoid using

amazing budget ideas
to decorate your home.
We give you options
that will best help in
beautifying your home
and enabling you to
have the perfect budget
home. Home décor is a
costly investment and
something that you
shouldn’t be doing half
heartedly. If you do not
ensure that a good job is

to get rid of cellulites
naturally, let us first
understand what causes
the wrinkled, dimpled
and shrivelled cellulite to
occur in the first place!
The main culprit behind
the onset of cellulite is
lack of physical activity.
Cellulite tends to form in
the areas with low blood
circulation. So, physical
movements improve

# Mirrors
Make sure your mirrors are well placed.
Mirrors that are well placed can do wonders
in making your room look bigger and
spacious. Place your mirrors accordingly for

sea salt, 2 tablespoons
of olive oil, 10 drops of
almond oil.

How to make:
Combine sea salt and
seaweed. Stir in the
almond oil and olive
oil. Apply the mask on
the cellulite area. Let
it sit for 15 minutes.
Scrub the area for 5
minutes. Shower and
moisturize. Repeat

soap. Pat dry. Repeat the
procedure twice a week.

H Lavender+Almond oil
Yet another effective

method on how to get rid
of cellulite that guarantees
results. This body
wrap works by directly
penetrating skin tissues,
dissolving fat and reducing
cellulites by 50% in just
three weeks.

Ingredients: 1 tablespoon

done, staying inahome  pest results. You can use vintage frames to blood flow. which in once a day.
) . , of lavender bud, 1
’;};zir;cesli(f)(;lc ;12 ar;;); ggﬁ;l;l;eg take beauty to a new level. turn combats the nasty F1 Pepper A Coffee a Apple cider vineg ar tablespoon almond oil, 1
. « Paint cellulites. When the : Coffee not just | . . tablespoon pepper oil, 1
g}(l)ur liffe fi)ﬁ:er.nTodhave Paint is another unique element that will hormone production in rid Efaélgfﬁllgliﬁssg;?ﬁzﬂﬁ: get " stimulates blood ® wi Xmig?r is packed teaspoon cinnamon powder.
no?c ﬁgegihe (I)nofle oesou make your room look bigger and spacious. your body gets disrupted, and we don’t include &S, flow and lymph flow, ’. Wltt calcium, dvital How to make: Wrap
once thought ou’g geed Choose the right colour combination to LrERl SO i pepper, how can that it combats cellulites. ! o o assnllm %r-l 1:/ ra lavender bud and cinnamon
Let us go aghez;’d and look  2chieve this. Also, you can consider painting collagen production, be! Pepper is one of the It also promotes skin & eryr(lclgg?w :t‘gr %ﬁonﬁ?}?gve powder in a muslin cloth.
just one wall or the door. This works well too. it hampers the skin’s ) . i
at these perfect budget W WOrES W elactiotty, givine fta potent fat burning foods. ~ regeneration and detoxes @y body and tighten the skin!  Licat almond and pepper

oil on a low flame. Immerse
the muslin cloth wrapped
with herbs in the heated
oil. Squeeze out the excess.
Gently massage it on the

# Accessories
You can consider making your own
accessories to save a great deal of money on
market available accessories. This will take
some time but will give you the results you

home décor ideas. Here
are 9 amazing décor
ideas for a budget home.
Read on.

, Ingredients: 1/2 cup

of apple cider vinegar,
1 tablespoon honey, 1 cup
water.

Ingredients: % cup of ‘. .&

grounded coffee, 3 tablespoons of coconut
oil, 3 tablespoons of sugar.

How to make: Mix all the ingredients in

When applied topically,
pepper increases body
temperature, which in
turn stimulates lymph
flow, clearing cellulites.

pinched-skin effect. Other
than that dehydration,
high body mass index and
low metabolism are all

e Carpeting
You can save a lot of
money if you spend less
on carpeting- something
you’d soon realize you
do need to spend too
much on. You don’t need
to cover every square
inch with carpets. Hard
flooring is easier to
maintain and looks good
as well.
# The curtains
Try not to use heavy
curtains that are fancy.
You can save up a lot of
money in this respect as
well. Make sure enough
and more light enters

known to cause cellulites.
Now, let’s get on to the
natural ways to get rid
of cellulites. Here

are 10 homemade
masks that will
not just get rid

of cellulites, but
also tighten the
skin and make it
blemish-free!

want.

# Small furniture
Make sure you use small
furniture for best results. By
using small furniture, you can
make your home appear more
spacious as well.

Mixing
colours
Make use of
e Lighting colours that blend
Do not spend too much ARSI RN
on lighting. You can decorate [itissRpIiRuIsiezvbiat:hy
your lighting in creative serve to benefit the
ways. Try and spend some improvement of your
time thinking of creative ways budget home.
to decorate your lamps. Spending
recklessly will serve no purpose.
# Posters on your wall
Youngsters generally have the habit of
flooding their walls with too many posters.

H Baby oil + Lemon + Almond oil
Here is another homemade mask to get rid
f of cellulite. This concoction will boost collagen
¢ production, dissolve unwanted fat, remove flakiness
¢ of the skin and make your skin radiant!

: Ingredients: % teaspoon of lemon juice, 10 drops

Ingredients: 1 tablespoon
of grounded pepper, %
tablespoon of lemon juice.

How to make: Combine the
pepper and lemon juice into
a smooth paste. Apply it to the
affected area. Let it sit for 5 minutes.
Scrub and rinse it clean. Repeat thrice a

week.

skin irritation.

How to make: Make a
solution of all the ingredients
together in the specified
quantity. Immerse a cotton ball in
R the solution and gently
. dab it on the affected
area. Let it sit for
30 minutes and
" rinse it clean.

a bowl. Apply the scrub on the cellulite.
Scrub it for 5 minutes. Rinse and pat
dry. Follow it up with a soothing
moisturizer. Follow the
routine thricea 3

K.
s H Green clay
Phosphorus, zinc and
minerals present in green clay

area with cellulite. Repeat it
twice a week.

El Lemon + Honey

A potent combination.
It will not just remove
excess water from the skin
tissues, but also repair
damaged skin cells and

) ) . . do two things. First, these stimulate . Follow this tighten the skin!
Caution - Avoid using pepper if you feel - plood and lymph circulation. And procedure Ingredients: % cup of
r-“ ~ second, absorb the impurities from the | twice a honey, 2 tablespoons of
skin.  day! lemon juice.

~ ' Ingredients: % cup of green clay, % cup
% seaweed, 1 tablespoon of organic honey,
. 1 tablespoon of coconut oil.
‘,.f s, Howtomake: Mix all the ingredients
' and whip until it forms a smooth paste.

How to make: Heat
honey for 1 minute on a
low flame. Add in the
lemon juice. Massage
the solution on the affected
area. Massage until the

" Add water as and when required to
L get the required consistency. Gently
massage the paste onto the skin.

. Wrap the area with plastic. Let

skin turns slightly warm.
Wrap the area with plastic
and let it sit for 15 minutes.

of baby oil, 20 drops of lemon oil, 10 drops of black pepper oil.
f How to make: Mix the oils together and store it in an airtight jar. Massage
: the solution onto the areas affected with cellulite for five minutes every day.

your home without you
being required to turn on
the lights during the day.

If you wish to make your room look bigger,
make sure you do not have too many wall
posters.

o you find it
difficult to wake
up early in the

morning? If you do,
don’t worry, there are
some simple ways to
deal with this issue. The
lifestyle and hectic work
schedule we follow tend
to impact our ability to
sleep properly in some
way or the other. And

as a result, we end up
waking up late every
day. In this article, we
will address this and tell
you how to deal with this

= Have a light dinner

Having a heavy
meal before sleeping
isnot a good idea as it
makes you feel lethargic
when you wake up.
Overeating leads to
indigestion, hence
you should consume a
limited portion of food.
Eating too less may
trigger midnight hunger
cravings which would
again, disturb your sleep.
Eating light will let you

p}‘oblem_. Here area few sleep with ease and you

simple tips that willhelp i1l be able to wake

you in getting up in the up early with a light h

morning on time. stomach. M

= Switch off your gadgets
We often have a habit of watching something or
:reading something online and even listening to music .
i before we go to sleep. What we don’t realize is that at :
times this habit of ours make us stay awake way past -
‘our bedtime. The best way to avoid it is to shut down :
:all our gadgets before we go to sleep as it can keep us .
|awake for long, lead to improper sleep and hinder our |

= Keep your alarm away from your hed

This simple trick will make sure that
you don’t switch off your alarm and go back
to sleep. Most of us have made the mistake
of putting the phone on snooze mode, going
back to sleep and not getting up at the time
we had planned. This tip will make you
get out of your bed to switch the alarm off
which will help in breaking your sleep.

= Drink a glass of water
hefore dozing off

It’s advised to drink
around one glass of
water before sleeping
as it will aid in the
proper functioning of
your bladder and you
would wake up with an
urge to urinate. Drink
too much water is not
recommended as it can
make you feel too full and
disturb your sleep. People
suffering from urination
related problems and
diabetics should avoid
doing this.

= Get out of the hed and

take a cold shower

There is no good
reason to stay in your
bed once you wake up, it
can actually make you
want to go back to sleep.
Hence, once you are up
just start with your daily
routine of brushing your
teeth and freshening up.
Doing so would make
you feel fresh and sway
your sleepiness away. It’s
also recommended that
you take a cold shower
to make sure your
sleepiness goes away.

Rinse and pat dry. Repeat
thrice a week.

it sit for 20 minutes. Rinse

and pat dry. e

How meditation helps
to cure chronic pain

Anxiety often reduces

an individual’s capability
to deal with pain. When
somebody is more
anxious, he is going to

be more susceptible to
pain. Meditation might

Many physicians
are now learning more
about the advantages
of healing meditation
and how it might
help individuals
with continual pain.
Medication and surgery
are not always the first
option with regards
to treating many
varieties of

editation
has been
used for

healing, curing or
alleviating specific
types of disorders
for a long period
of time. Some

Any lady who has
suffered from the pain and
suffering of premenstrual
syndrome should learn
about how healing
meditation might help
her. Meditation helps to

disorders can be continual pain. reduce an individual’s relax the muscles and stop
cured with the How does nervousness that may chronic pain. It also relaxes
use of meditation. ~ meditation then help him deal with  the mind and helps to keep
Persistent pain help individuals pain. As much as thirty = the mind focused on other
is one kind of manage their

percent of women in the
world have difficulties

things rather than the pain

> o
chronic pain? that the lady experiences.

sickness that can

be hglped thljough with premenstrual Meditation is helpful
healing medltatlon. syndromeona for pregnant ladies. When

Healing | monthly basis. ladies do yoga breathing
meditation can ’ Premenstrual techniques during labour
occasionally . . syndrome may they are able to reduce
completely | ~ cause serious pain  their pain. These breathing
ehmlnf:lte a i . for females to the techniques help you
person’s continual | point concentrate on having
pain. There are ; where  a baby rather than how
no health issues | they are  much pain you are feeling.
connected with stuck  So, start meditating today
meditating and no inbed to get relief from any
adverse effects of through kind of chronic pain that
meditation. It is a -out the you have been suffering
safe and tried and time it from. It is the best way to
tested way to get affects  keep your mind and body
rid of pain. them. healthy.
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Ranveer Singh wears
2 crore diamond
necklace, high heels

Manoj Bajpayee shares his experience of

working on his 100th film Bhaiyya Ji e of

k-
A

'

- working very hard and everyone worked on it passion-
!‘ ‘g = ately,” he said.
i 17 Zoya Hussain, who will be seen opposite Manoj in
the film, shared, “I was scared and intimidated at |

: first. But I feel very fortunate to have been able to be \
apart of this film. It’s truly been a special experi- \ at Mumbai event
] ence.” |
t oo Suvinder Pal, best known for his role in Kohhra, \ ‘,f CJ DESK
N L : will be seen as the antagonist in Bhaiyya Ji. On
i Sl L i el A, ' collaborating with Manoj, he said, “I always . ollywood star Ranveer Singh
The cast and others at the trailer launch of Bhaiyya Ji wanted to share screen space with Manoj. It was ~ was spotted in the city after

definitely a challenge to play the villain and I
used to wonder if people would accept me in =
such a role. I would like to thank Manoj for mak- f
ing me comfortable on sets.”

Director Apporv explained the reason why
Bhaiyya Ji will connect to the audience. “Manoj
sir wanted to make Bhaiyya Ji as an art film. But |
I insisted that he make it a larger-than-life film. I
cooked the story with Deepak Kingrani (writer)
and Manoj sir really liked it. That’s how
Bhaiyya Ji happened. I was bored of seeing oth-
er actors in slow motion. Being a Manoj Baj-

payee fan, I told him

that now it’s his turn. I
think even the audience
wants to see him as an ac-
tion hero. Bhaiyya Ji is his 100th
film but he has never played such
a character before. It is a very
rooted film and I'm sure the au-
dience will love it,” he said.

The producer of Bhaiyya Ji
as well as Manoj’s wife Sha-
bana Raza Bajpayee was all
praise for the actor. “The
idea of the film was
Manoj’s and we all devel-
oped it. The experience

quite some time on Wednes-
day as he attended a classy
gala in Mumbai. And while at it,
he made sure to steal all the limelight
as he walked in wearing high heels
and a chunky diamond necklace, the
cost of which will blow your mind!

Ranveer looked dapper in a white
satin shirt and matching trousers, and
he completed the look with an uber-
stylish white belt. He balanced the
white out with a pair of blue sunglass-
es, but what really caught the eye of
the netizens was the dazzling diamond
necklace that he had worn.

Ranveer, who is known to be quite
fond of his jewellery collection, was
seen wearing a bespoke Tiffany neck-
lace worth a whopping Rs 2 crore, and
he sure did rock the look.

Not just that, but the actor added that
extra oomph to his look and broke
stereotypes as he walked in wearing a
pair of chunky heels and posed for the
paparazzi.

Ranveer, who is expecting his first
child with wife Deepika Padukone, re-
turned to Mumbai on Wednesday itself

RIA SHARMA

he intriguing and action-packed trailer of
Manoj Bajpayee’s 100th film Bhaiyya Ji
was unveiled by the makers at an event in
Mumbai on Thursday. Directed by

Apoorv Singh Karki, the film will showcase
the actor in a never-seen-before avatar. The trail-
er promises a gripping narrative and gives a
glimpse of the face-off between Bhaiyya Ji and
Suvinder Pal Vicky’s character.

While interacting with media persons,
Manoj expressed gratitude and said he is ex-
cited for the release of his 100th film. Looking
back at his journey in the industry, he said, “I
consider myself extremely lucky and by
God’s grace, I'm here for my 100th film. I was-
n’t sure if I'll do even 10 films. Everyone
struggles and works hard but I am grateful
for all the love and respect I've received
over the years.”

Sharing his experience of working on
Bhaiyya Ji, the actor said, “When
Apoorv said he wanted to make such a
film with me, I did not agree immediately:
I told him I'll get you another actor
to play the lead role. But he insist-

ed I play it and that’s how every- was amazing and Manoj after a long and relaxing babymoon.

thing came together.” helming the film was ex- | Ever since the pregnancy announce-
Manoj also stated that he per- cellent. Manoj also moti- ment, the couple has been keeping it

formed most of the action f vates all his co-actors on lowkey, and has been focusing on the

health of the mother and the child.
They will welcome their first child to-
gether in September this year.

On the work front, Ranveer is all set
to be the new Don in Farhan Akhtar’s

sets and it becomes a
workshop. As a produc-
er, I went on sets and it

was surreal to see

— how they were

scenes despite being injured.
“Still there are so many sore
points in my body. It’s been

eight tonine months but - -
I'm still trying torecov- ==

er. It was very tough shooting. I also Don franchise, which was earlier head-

and I used to ask Ap- got tolearn a lined by Shah Rukh Khan. Besides, re-

prov why he’s making lot of things,” ports also have it that the actor has

me do all the action L - ¥ - she stated. signed HanuMan director Prashant

scenes. But we could- : ERBY U Hr o : e 1 Bhaiyya Ji is Varma’s next.

n’t afford to stop the , . b EBE} - :\; . . e S set to release \ N

shoot even for a sin- e —— <. - in theatres on o

gle day. There was a May 24.

specific budget in : - -

place. We all were Several Bollywood stars
looked stylish as they arrived

to attend the launch of the
jewellery store in Mumbai on
Wednesday evening

NO PAIN, NO GAIN

Director reveals about the roadblocks in remaking classics on stage

PICS: VARINDER CHAWLA!

ROHIT BHATNAGAR the rights issue, it wasn’t possible. I
have been trying to get this film on
ilmmaker Randhir Ranjan stage for the longest time. The way
Roy, who garnered appreci- Mughal-E-Azam is done on stage, I

would love to do similar stuff
with Pakeezah,” he tells.

ation for his recent play Ek

Haan that featured Suchitra et
g Another film that Randhir has

Krishnamoorthi and Shekhar ‘kl
Suman has bigger plans for stage. In an - been trying recreate on stage is 1968 re-

exclusive freewheeling chat with The D"““?’ Randhir leased film Padosan. The film is best
Free Press Journal, Randhir shares Ranjan Roy known for Mehmood’s comic timing, “I
his plan to recreate the popular story of a courte-  have been closely working with late Mehmood'’s
san, Pakeezah on stage. The film that released in son Lucky Ali. I had even narrated to him and
1972 starred the iconic Meena Kumari became a he was quite excited to do it too. But, copyrights
hit overnight. But, for Randhir it’s not to easy. are the main thing but we don’t know who has

“I wanted to remake the film but because of the rights. We are still trying to figure out the
way out. It is a beautiful film and the
current generation should know
what importance it held back then in
the theatres,” he states.

“If the current generation is into OTT,
" they should realise that what all they
. = “,.'* © miss. Theatre is a very good medium to

& y : - s ¢ % g
Astill rom Padosan \ A still from Pakeezah G O, Lucky Al

o o queer or not. I've had a lovely time being on
the jury. I can’t wait for Mumbai and the rest
of the country to watch these films. I hope

Shibani
Dandekar

L

this festival is a big success.”
) . . ) Another jury member; actress Sonali
Kiran Rao, Sonali Kulkarni, Shweta Basu Prasad share their Kulkarni, gushed, “I always wanted to be a
. . . part of Kashish and I'm happy to be associ-
experience on being jury members at KPFF 2024 ated with the family this year. I started my

film career by playing a non-gender charac-
ter; I played a tree. Then I played a boy in one
of my films. So I feel connected with KPFE 1
he Kashish Pride Film Festi- was one of the jury members, however, I did-
val (KPFF) is celebrating its n’t have expectations about what kind of ex-
15th edition this year. The perience I would have. But the films were so
film festival will take place mature. They had a powerful storyline and

from May 15 to May 19. The films characters as well as excellent cinematogra-
at Kashish will focus on the stigmas phy. I was expecting to see films that are

around the queer community and above average but they surprised me. Every

look through a sensitive lens around film was courageous. I really liked how Indi-

their narratives. At a press confer- an writers are opening up to express them-

ence, on Wednesday, the jury mem- selves. When I started watching the films, I

bers opened up about their associa- was ready for eccentricities. I felt there

tion with the film festival and what’s would be melodrama and theatricality in the

in store for the audience this year. presentation. But, to my surprise, the films
Bollywood director-producer Kiran  and characters were very mature.”

Rao shared her experience of being a Actress Shweta Basu Prasad, who is one of

jury member of KPFF 2024.“Tmglad  the Student Shorts jury members, called her
Idecided to be a part of the jury this experience ‘exciting’. “We watched six short
year. I've always been an ally to the films made by students from across the
queer community and passionate globe but they did not seem like they were
about their rights. I have been acutely  made by students. It was interesting to see
sensitive to this experienceforalong  what young voices had to speak about this
time. While judging this year, we saw topic and about people belonging to the com-
a wide range of work. It was wonder- munity, All the films we watched were di-

Vedang Raina Mouni Roy

| ful. Some of the films really moved verse in nature and none of them were like y
| me to tears. It’s a wonderful selection ‘Oh look at me, poor me.” It was not about p ‘ Karisma Kapoor
! of films and I highly recommend peo-  feeling sorry. I feel that more films and cele- J

ple to attend the festival and watch bration of diversity can add to awareness,
the films. We get a richer understand-  knowledge and eventually make a sensitive
ing of people from the queer commu-  and emotionally-intelligent society. I would
nity. It is our duty and our right to be like to thank the team of Kashish for having
apart of this festival, whether weare  me on board.”




