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Attenborough and Gandhi: The classic
film Gandhi completes 40 years today

There are many more critical reviews of]
Attenborough's document, and Andrew Sarris's review
in the New York weekly, Village Voice, is the most scath-
ing. This week marks forty years of Richard
Attenborough's classic film Gandhi. Attenborough's pa-
pers are kept in an archive an hour's drive from Lon-
don. During my recent stay I came across several files
relating to reviews of the most important film ever made
by this director. Among these was the assessment of
young Tavleen Singh, published in The Telegraph, who
wrote of Attenborough's work, 'one of the three or four
great films I have seen in my life, and certainly one of]
the most affecting' One of. There was grumbling among
foreigners that the film was funded by the Government
of India. Singh dismissed such criticisms and wrote, 'Af-
ter seeing Gandhi, I can believe that the money was well
spent. Attenborough has made the greatest possible film
on Gandhi. India is indebted to him. Another female re-
viewer of the same generation was less enthusiastic. It
was Amrita Abraham and she wrote in the Sunday Ob-
server. While praising Ben Kingsley's performance, he
remarked that 'other than Gandhi the Indian charac-
ters are presented as ordinary men rather than as seri-
ous heroes of alternative ideas or strategies'. With a re-
lentless focus on Gandhi, the film presents a radically
simplified version of the multi-faceted independence
movement. Nor has it done justice to the moral outlook
of the main character. Abraham wrote, 'The three-hour
film essentially encapsulates Gandhi's key ideas:
Swadeshi, renunciation of materialistic things, symbolic
action for moral and political purposes, civil disobedi-
ence and non-violent but active response. But Gandhism,
as a single, central vision unifying personal acts and po-
litical consequences, makes individual conscience the
touchstone of Hindu faith, split from time to time and
views never coming together in a complete vision. ' There
are many more critical reviews of Attenborough's docu-
ment, and Andrew Sarris's review in the New York
weekly, the Village Voice, is the most scathing. Sarris re-
marked, 'Gandhi does not refer to a person, but to a
number of things; It is actually from many things: In-
dian independence, non-violence, charismatic quietness,
racial and religious discrimination, colonialism, imperi-
alism, exploitation and needless to say, history. In fact,
the film's potential subject matter is so vast that this 188-
minute super-production feels unfinished and underde-
veloped. Director Attenborough and his screenwriter
John Briley have been forced to choose a few scenes and
a few events from an infinity and infinity of
possibilities.'Acknowledging that there are moments
when the film comes alive, the American reviewer con-
cluded his generally negative review by saying, 'The
main flaw in Attenborough's concept of Gandhi is that
it tries to make a complicated history. Toned down and
turned into an engaging story. Some Englishmen have
also made critical comments. Richard Cooke in New
Musical Express wrote, 'Despite some brilliant perfor-
mances, the film ends up being a parade of historical
mannequins.w is interesting: 'l would be interested to
see Satyajit Ray's Gandhi.' Naturally Richard
Attenborough also received positive reviews. These in-
cluded an impassioned review by Sri Lankan journalist
Tarjei Wittachi in Asia Week. Vittachi was among 49

| guests specially invited to New York to preview the film.

Ayushmann and Jaideep's fierce
fight, 'N Action Hero' lost its
shine due to remix songs

The film 'An Action Hero' is a lesson in a way for Ayushmann Khurrana and he
probably learned this lesson even before starting this film. As it happens in a cricket

team, if one batsman does not play, then the second, third or fourth can come and
handle the innings. Cinema is also something like t h at
Ayushmann Khurrana's name is enough for
a different identity of a
Hindi film. But,
Ayushmann,
w h o has been
con - tinuously
doing films on
taboo subjects
in the society,
has done a com-
pletely enter-
taining film
this time, leav-
ing the loop of

films. The name
Bollywood type, 'An Action Hero'.
If we look closely at Ayushmann's cinema, then it is understood
that as long  as he remained just an ordinary actor, his films continued to be suc-
cessful. But, when she started doing 'Ayushmann Khurrana type' films like 'Gulabo
Sitabo', 'Chandigarh Kare Aashiqui' and 'Anek’', her fans didn't like it. This time he
has done a film of the 70s and 80s of Hindi cinema. Fultu Masala Movie. Hero and
Villain face to face. There are plenty of action packed scenes and at least two steamy
item numbers to pause and talk about. Story of moving film in the film- Producer
Aanand L. Rai has bet on his assistant Anirudh Iyer for a long time in the film 'An
Action Hero' and Anirudh, making his debut film, has also been successful in proving
his worth. Manav is the hero of this story with moving film in the film. is a superstar. He
has his own swag. On screen as well as in personal life. An accident happens on its sets.
The one who died was the brother of an arrogant politician from Haryana. Matters
come to a head when this leader follows Hero to London to avenge his brother's death.
Most of the films made during the Corona period were shot outside India because
there were less restrictions. 'An Action Hero' is also a film made in the same period and
considering those problems, Anirudh has been successful to a great extent in his
endeavours. Anirudh Iyer's good debut - An Action Hero is a lesson in a way for
Ayushmann Khurrana and he probably learned this lesson even before starting this
film. As it happens in a cricket team, if one batsman does not play, then the second,
third or fourth can come and handle the innings. Cinema is also something like that. If
in a film there is a strong villain with a hero, a narcotic heroine, some co-actors chirp-
ing, then the audience's attention is not able to stay on the post-mortem of any one
character. This cleverness of Anirudh has come in handy here. He is a protégé of Aanand
L. Rai but cinema is his own. Nowhere can the imprint of his mentor be seen on his
instructions. Anirudh also has to be commended because in his very first film he man-
aged to convince Ayushmann for a story in which there is no heroine opposite him. The
songs spoil the fun of the film- The fun of the film without the heroine, however, is
spoiled by the remix songs inserted in 'An Action Hero' and it is something like what
happened with the film 'Vikram Vedha'. The audience, who were expecting an action
film by Hrithik Roshan, were left disappointed after watching the first song 'Alcoholia’
from the film. This one song burst the entire bubble of hype around the film. The two
songs 'Jeda Nasha' and 'Aap Jaisa Koi Meri Zindagi Mein Aaye' released before the
release of the film are the culprits of reducing the curiosity to watch the film 'An Action
Hero'. Anirudh's probably did not work in front of the producers of the film and for
this he too must have laid down his arms. it is a matter of thought for Jaideep that by
continuously speaking the same dialect on screen, he is not drawing the Lakshman
Rekha of acting around him. Ayushmann Khurrana seen on backfoot- Ayushmann
Khurrana is yet to play a long innings in Hindi cinema. It is good that in the film 'An
Action Hero', instead of hitting fours and sixes, he was seen doing a little bit of acting.
Although, what he is doing in this film, he surprises the people who have seen his
cinema so far, but in this the character wins. Ayushmann has not done the character of
such a picky person before, so initially it seems a bit awkward.
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