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Editorial
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Help farmers

Another piece has fallen into place for BJP’s
grand strategy on 2022 Gujarat assembly elec-
tions — Hardik Patel is set to cross over from
Congress. From regular sojourns by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, to scheduling
Gujarat visits by foreign notables like Boris
Johnson and Tedros Ghebreyesus, to back-
pedalling on unpopular administrative deci-
sions like the Par-Tapi-Narmada interlinking
—BJP has been on the ball. Not to mention its
smooth realpolitik of engineering defections.
Partly this is how today’s BJP is and partly
BJP remembers how close it came to getting
knocked out in the PM’s home state in 2017
polls. Patidar unrest was one of the reasons
for the near-upset in 2017. Though
Bhupendrabhai Patel was appointed CM last
year with an all-new cabinet, BJP’s Patidar
outreach isn’t stopping with that. A potential
worry 1is the political ambitions of Naresh
Patel, an influential Leuva Patidar and who’s
in talks with Congress. But Congress is miss-
ing its 2017 mojo. The death of Ahmed Patel
and defections of other leaders — OBC face
Alpesh Thakor, resourceful Indranil Rajguru,
and Ashwin Kotwal, a three-term MLA from
the tribal belt — are hurting. Winning may be
the only antidote against Congress desertions.
The party has been out of office in Gujarat
since 1995. From 77 MLAs in 2017,
Congress’s legislative contingent has dropped
to 63. Moreover, traction for issues that pro-
pelled it in 2017 — job quotas, GST and low
cotton prices — has receded. In fact, higher
cotton and groundnut prices this year should
make Gujarat’s 53 lakh farmers and 25 lakh
agricultural labourers happier. But Gujarat’s
strong industrial base means farmers aren’t the
only swing vote. The state has an equally big
share of MSME and factory workers for
whom inflation has worrying portends — 19
lakh workers are engaged in factories while
MSMEs employ 61 lakh people (one caveat:
these include many migrant workers). Rising
input costs that make industries struggle and
in second-round effects hit household con-
sumption, in fact, pinch everyone. This is
where Gujarat’s low state taxes on fuel may
benefit BJP. Until some months ago, Con-
gress was prepared to make Covid handling
a primary election issue. But this year’s five-
state elections signal that moment may have
passed. The ruthless sacking of the Vijay
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How Shah Rukh Khan can help

with India’s

A recent poll conducted
by the Lowy Institute
on Indonesian public
attitudes to the world
revealed that a signifi-
cant number enjoyed
Indian pop culture the
most. This stood in
stark contrast to how
India fared in the over-
all poll — only 41% of
Indonesians reported
trust in India and only
38% had confidence in
Narendra Modi doing
‘the right thing regard-
ing world affairs’. But
there’s hope yet.
Indonesia’s apprecia-
tion of Indian pop-cul-
ture highlights an op-
portunity in how India
can better engage with
Southeast Asia, a re-
gion which is strategi-
cally important to India
underlined by its recent
decision to join the
Indo-Pacific economic
bloc. India s also look-
ing to strengthen its re-
gional engagement un-
der the Modi govern
ment’s ‘Act East’
policy, a key example
being its membership of
the Quad alliance with
Japan, the US and
Australia.Historically,
India and Southeast
Asia have shared many
common attributions in
how their foreign
policy was conducted.
During the Cold War,
Indonesia and India
were both prominent
members of the non-

aligned movement un-
der Sukarno and
Jawaharlal Nehru as
well as being staunchly
anti-colonial as
decolonisation took
place across Asia. Not
co-incidentally,
Sukarno was also the
first guest to be invited
to India’s Republic
Day celebrations in
1950. Nehru also had
strong ties with
Vietnam’s Ho Chi
Minh, as India sup-
ported him during the
Vietnam War with
popular slogans like
‘Amaar Nam Tomar
Naam Vietnam’. How-
ever, relations between
India and the region
have been patchy
since. The Cold War
bonhomie shared in
particular by Sukarno
and Nehru did not
outlast their leadership
and in the years since
the countries have re-
mained distant. A more
recent budding brom
ance between Joko
Widodo and Modi,
both elected in the
same year, fizzled out,
with the potential for
strategic policy conver-
gence between the
countries yet to be
realised. Yet, on the cul-
tural front, India and
Southeast Asia share
deep linkages spanning
acommon ocean. Indian
epics such as Ramayan
and Mahabharat were

carried from India to In-
donesia by traders, war-
riors and craftsmen over
hundreds of years along

online for his efforts
singing another Shah
Rukh Khan classic,
‘Chaiyya Chaiyya’. A

Indonesian TV station
that ran the majority of
Indian TV shows,
ANTYV, was able to
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with other linguisticand  zoo in the Indonesian
religious exchanges. city Bandung even
Nowadays the connec- named a Royal Bengal

tion is bridged via mov-
ies. It was the 1998 film
Kuch Kuch Hota Hai
featuring superstar Shah
Rukh Khan that cap-
tured the imagination of
the region. The movie
was reportedly a bigger
hit in countries like In-
donesia than
Hollywood’s Titanic
released in the same
year. Bollywood mu-
sic also remains hugely
popular in Indonesia,
as shown by Indone-
sian police officer
Briptu Norman

Kamaru who earned a
massive following

Italy vs Argentina Finalissima

tiger cub after the
Bollywood star. More
recently, Indian televi-
sion, particularly its
daily soaps, have
gained popularity in In-
donesia. Indian TV soap
stars have even visited
small cities in Indonesia
such as Cilacap to meet
their fans. Modern ad-
aptations of epics such
as Mahabharat by In-
dian TV have also
gained a huge following
due to the historical
links in rural Indonesia
and smaller towns in-
cluding Serang and
Bandar Lampung. The

turn its fortunes around
by showcasing Indian
TV shows and became
the most watched tele-
vision station in Indo-
nesia in 2014.The
popularity of India’s
film and television in-
dustry extends across
Southeast Asia. Shah
Rukh Khan remains a
star in Malaysia, where
many of his movies
were shot, and local
authorities even
knighted him to boost
their tourism industry.
Vietnam is hoping to
attract Bollywood’s at-
tention, while Thailand
is already a popular
destination for filming
Indian movies, helped

‘Act East’ policy

by the support of a
large Sikh diaspora.
Timor-Leste also has a
place in the Bollywood
club, and again, it was
Shah Rukh Khan who
popularised Indian
movies and their mu-
sic. One Timorese local
gushed, “He is god for
many Timorese. We
wish he could come
and visit this nation ...
he taught us love and
romance at a time
when we needed it to
guide us to keep us
alive and sane and also
to dream of a better
future.”The appeal of
Indian pop culture re-
vealed in the Lowy poll
suggests a manner in
which India can better
engage with the region
— perhaps a visit by
Shah Rukh Khan
could reinvigorate the
sluggish relations be-
tween India and Indo-
nesia? Soft power
should not be underes-
timated. Many coun-
tries use it effectively.
South Korea sent K-
Pop music stars BTS as
a part of their delega-
tion to the United Na-
tions. India’s pop cul-
ture appeal remains one
of its strongest yet
wholly under-utilised
diplomatic tools. As
India looks and acts
East, instrumentalising
this asset could provide
it useful influence in
the region.

KK death : Initial post-
mortem report indi-
cates singer died due to
cardiac arrest,

2022 Highlights: Argentina win
Fi nallsslma, defeat ItaIy 3-

Rupani government may have also mitigated
Covid-related anti-incumbency. Further, the
Patel government accepted compensation
claims for over 80,000 Covid deaths by Feb-
ruary, despite just over 10,000 official deaths.
And while AAP is still the new kid, it may
end up stealing some Congress votes, giving
BJP one more reason to smile.

Singer KK death news UPDATES:: The
53-year-old singer was performing at an event
in Kolkata. He fell sick and was brought to
the CMRI hospital. He was soon declared dead.
He is survived by his wife, a son and a daugh-
ter. PM Narendra Modi, Akshay Kumar,
Mahesh Babu to many more prominent celebs
across quarters mourned KK's sudden demise.
KK death news UPDATES: Singer KK
passed away on Tuesday night at the age of
53. His full name was Krishnakumar Kunnath.
He was performing at an event in Kolkata. He
was brought to the CMRI hospital and declared
dead.He performed in the iconic Nazrul
Mancha auditorium till 8:30 pm. He suddenly
fell ill and returned to his hotel. When his con-
dition deteriorated, he was rushed to the CMRI
hospital in Kolkata, where he was declared
dead.Also read IKapil Sharma asks KK why
he has done so many songs with Pritam: ‘Aapki
dosti khaas hai ya...”’KK had performed in to
back-to-back shows in Kolkata in the past two
days. KK’s family, his wife, son, and daugh-
ter came to Kolkata on Wednesday morning.

Sonakshi Sinha on projecting
healthy body image: ‘Growing
up as an overweight girl gets
difficult when...’

'When you're confident in your own skin
and accept yourself as you are, I think you
look beautiful anyway," the actor says.
(Photo: Sonakshi Sinha/Instagram)Sonakshi
Sinha, who calls herself ‘Shotgun Junior’ on
her Instagram bio, is a name to reckon with
— not only as a Bollywood actor, but also a
fashionista, makeup aficionado, and a cru-

sader for body positivity. But, the actor also
has an artistic side, glimpses of which she
often shares with he

Argentina's Lionel Messi
holds a trophy as he cel-
ebrates with his team-
mates after winning the
Finalissima soccer match
between Italy and Argen-
tina at Wembley Stadium
in London , Wednesday,
June 1, 2022. Argentina
won 3-0. (AP Photo/Rui
Vieira)ltaly vs Argentina
(ITA vs ARG) Finalissima

Highlights: ~ Lautaro
Martinez, Angel Di Maria
and Paulo Dybala scored
to lead Argentina to a 3-
0 victory over Italy on
Wednesday in the first
Finalissima meeting of
the South American and
European champions.
The opener was created
by Lionel Messi’s solo
brilliance taking him past

Giovanni Di Lorenzo
and the Argentina cap-
tain  squared  for
Martinez to slot past
goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma in the
28th minute.Martinez
turned creator in first-
half stoppage time by
threading a pass through
for Di Maria to chip
Donnarumma, having

got past Giorgio Chiellini.
The 37-year-old Italy cap-
tain came off at halftime
of his 117th and final in-
ternational appearance.
The win was wrapped up
in the fourth minute of
stoppage time with Messi
again providing the assist
— this time for the substi-
tute Dybala to strike low
into the net.

West Bengal’s

Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee announced gun salute for KK.
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